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James Burrows ‘62 and a few of his friends help bring back the Apollo 


How much 


Raveleaciimce 


Oberlin worth this 


very giver to Oberlin Is important. Giving participation 
is used aS a measure of alumni satisfaction by out- 
Side ranking services and grant funders—which means 
that every annual gift like yours has a positive impact in 
more ways than one. Last year, just 36 percent of alumni 
gave to Oberlin. It’s time Oberlin had an alumni participa- 
tion rate that reflects how much graduates appreciate the 
College and Conservatory—we can do better. It will take 
just 1,700 additional donors before June 30 to reach 40 
percent participation. Those people are reading this ad, 


and Oberlin’s trustees are challenging them to give. 


If you’re a young graduate, or celebrating a reunion, or 
ready to step up and do more for Oberlin by joining the 
John Frederick Oberlin Society, your gift to the Alumni 
Fund will be matched in support of Oberlin’s most 
pressing needs. Take the challenge and make your gift 
at www.oberlin.edu/giving/trusteechallenge today or call 


800-693-3167. 


Let’s invest in Oberlin together. 
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The Oberlin Alumni Fund 


90 West Lorain Street 
Oberlin, OH 44074 
[P] 440-775-8550 
[P] 800-693-3167 


[W] www.oberlin.edu/giving/donate 
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14 Uberiin, Meet UDerIn 
A visit from one of John Frederick Oberlin’s descendants brings Oberlin closer to its 
namesake. / by Cindy Nickoloff ’88 
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Hollywood comes to Oberlin to celebrate a regional icon’s reopening. / by OAM Staff 
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2o Her Fortunate Yea 
When it comes to Obies moving to Brooklyn after graduation, Joanna Smith Rakoff 94 
wrote the book. / by Elizabeth Weinstein ’02 


The funnyman upends orthodoxy, one a cappella song at a time. / by Dade Hayes '93 
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The candidates for this fall’s election are Alan W. Houseman ’65, director of the Center for 


12 Law and Social Policy since 1982, and Molly Horst Raphael ’67, who has served in urban 
le fe Oh arl: public libraries for 40 years. 


Each year the Oberlin Alumni Association recognizes alumni whose achievements or 
contributions to Oberlin and/or society are considered exceptional. 


On the Cover: President Marvin Krislov, James Burrows '62, Debbie Burrows, Rhea Perlman, Danny DeVito, 
and Robert Lemle ’75, chair of Oberlin’s Board of Trustees, cut the ribbon for the renovated Apollo Theatre 
in Oberlin, October 2. Photo by John Seyfried. 
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INSIDE OBERLIN 


The Apollo’s Next Stage 


THE REOPENING OF THE APOLLO THEATRE on October 2 
was a wonderful day for the entire community. 
Although our movie house had only been closed for 
three months to allow for some much-needed reno- 
vations, Oberlin didn’t feel right until the marquee 
lights were shining again. 

I am so grateful that local citizens, students, alumni, 
staffers, and friends of Oberlin from across the 
country pulled together to help the college meet the 


challenge of acquiring the Apollo during such diffi- 
cult economic times. That the college was able to so quickly purchase, renovate, 
and reopen the theater speaks to how deeply the greater Oberlin community 
loves the Apollo. Allow me to extend many, many thanks to everyone who 
helped preserve the theater for generations to come. 

For our college, our town, and northeast Ohio, the Apollo is more than just 
one of America’s last single-screen movie theaters. It is a landmark, a load- 
stone, and a magical place where countless dramas, dreams, memories, and 
romances have been born, onscreen and off. How many first dates the Apollo 
has hosted since it opened with the three-reel Thor, Lord of the Jungle in 1914? 
How many children saw their first motion picture there? The Apollo is also one 
of the few public places in Oberlin where the paths of men, women, and chil- 
dren from every walk of life converge. 

As you can see in this issue of OAM, Oberlin’s Hollywood connections have 
been long-standing, and they were very much in evidence at the Apollo's reopen- 
ing gala, which was great fun. Legendary television director James Burrows '62 
and his wife, Debbie, and actors Danny DeVito and Rhea Perlman, who also star 
as parents of history major Jacob DeVito ‘10, provided generous support for the 
Apollo project. We were honored that they made the trip to help us celebrate. 

Looking to the Apollo's future, we hope to add a screening room and an edu- 
cational media center that can be used by our cinema studies program and by 
the wider Oberlin community. We are also seeking to upgrade the building's 
heating, ventilation, air-conditioning, and safety systems. For more information 
about what you can do to help the Apollo, please go to http://new.oberlin.edu/ 
apollo/friends.dot. 


During the celebration there were so many great moments. One of my 


favorites was Jim Burrows telling the audience at the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
how terrified he had been watching Alfred Hitchcock's film Psycho, in 1961, at 
the Apollo. “I decided right then that if I got out of this theater alive | would give 
major K (meaning thousands) to Oberlin,” he said. Thanks again, Jim. And thanks 


to all of you who are helping us build a bright future for the Apollo and Oberlin. 


MARVIN KRISLOV 
President, Oberlin College 
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Oberlin Alumni Magazine welcomes mail from readers. Please address your comments to Oberlin Alumni Magazine, 247 W. Lorain St, Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074-1089. e-mail: 
alum.mag@oberlin.edu; P: 440.775.8182, F: 440.775.6575. The editor reserves the right to edit for clarity and space. Additional letters may appear on OAM's web site at www.oberlin.edu/oam. 


e WORDS OF CHOICE, NECESSITY 

What a pity for the top brass at Oberlin College 
to have to feel proud about Richard Haass 
for his accomplishments as an apologist of 
war and empire. Haass’ responses to the 
questions posed by Helen Hare (Summer 
2009) reveal an uncontrite court jester who 
“twists and turns his hour upon the stage” in 
an attempt to persuade an audience that war 
can either be a choice or a necessity depend- 
ing on the critical interests and the pressing 
needs of the day. 

Well, war is always the choice necessity in 
prosecuting the universal interests and needs 
of the imperial overclass. We, the under- 
class, appear to have no choice but to pay for 
it with our blood, sweat, and tears. 

Haass did not see any analysis disclosing 
that there were no WMDs left in Iraq after 
1991, though the case had been proved by 
U.S. and U.N. inspectors with an established 
reputation for credibility, in particular, Hans 
Blix and Mohamed ElBaradei. One million 
dead and 4 million refugees in Iraq, plus the 
destruction of a modern state does not count 
as a crime against humanity in the USA. 

It is easier to live in the trigger of the gun 
than in the target. As long as we become 
convinced that the problem resides with the 
other, we will not recognize that “the enemy 
is us,” as Pogo used to say. 

Raymond McConnie Zapater, parent 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


It is breathtaking for Richard Haass to assert 
that “Nobody, in my experience, made the 
opposite case,” referring to the “intelli- 
gence’ that Saddam Hussein had weapons 
of mass destruction, the rationale for the inva- 
sion and occupation of Iraq in 2003. 

Many people clearly and articulately made 
the opposite case—among them former U.N. 
humanitarian coordinators for Iraq Hans von 


Sponeck and Denis Halliday and former 


U.N. arms inspector Scott Ritter—even if 


their voices were ignored by the subservient 
corporate press and an intellectual establish- 
ment hell bent on war. 

| marched with millions of people on 
February 15, 2003, who challenged the bogus 


assumptions about Husseins weapons pro- 


FA 2009 


gram and the broader rationale for the war. 

These people did not have access to special 

intelligence; they just used their intelligence, 

unlike Haass and many other intellectuals 

who bear responsibility for the disaster that 
has unfolded in Iraq. 

Anthony Arnove ’91 

Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Author of |raq: The Logic of Withdrawl 


e FELLOW FOLLOW-UP 
It was great to see how well Oberlin students 
are doing with national-level academic fel- 


lowships, and to read about the efforts the 


college is making to identify and nurture 
2009): 


potential recipients (Summer 
Professor Pat Day (English) 
did that for me in 
1988, telling me 
he'd nominated me 
for a Mellon Fellow- 
ship in the Humanities 
—a fellowship Id 
never heard of. To my 
great surprise, | won the 
fellowship. Back then, it 
was a five-year full schol- 
arship, enabling me_ to 
complete a PhD without 
going into debt or having to 
teach my way through. I've 
always been grateful to Professor Day, and to 
Oberlin, for helping make that happen. 
Elizabeth Freeman '89 
Associate Professor of English, UC Davis 
Davis, Calif. 


A hearty congratulations to Jonathon Harmatz, 
whom youve noted is the first Obie on 
record to have received a Coro Fellowship. 
The Coro Foundation was launched in 1942 
as two guys commiserated over how so many 


oreat nations had descended into fascism 


and war—and how the same things most 
surely could happen here. Five years later 
the Coro Foundation recruited returning vet- 
erans in San Francisco to join an experiment 
in broadening public participation in civic 
life, Coro has since expanded throughout the 


country. 


Fellows receive intensive training: nine 
months, full time—and then some. Fellows 
use their cities as experimental subject 
and laboratory, exploring creative tensions 
through a series of field placements with 
businesses, labor unions, government offices, 
political campaigns, media, and not-for-prof- 
it organizations. 

| have no doubt that Jonathan will repre- 
sent Oberlin well among his fellow Fellows. 
And I have no doubt that Jonathan will 
emerge from the program with knowledge, 
insight, and skills that will serve him well— 
and serve society well—in whatever path he 
may pursue. 

But I do doubt that Jonathan is the first 

Obie to receive such an honor. 
Eric Witte '87 (Coro Fellow '87-88) 
Woodbury, Minn. 
Editor's Note: Cheryl Sharpe ‘79, 
Zachary Zimmerman '77, and Daliaz 
Pérez-Cabezas ‘(00 were also Coro 


Fellows. 


e CANNED RESPONSE 
The history of Oberlin Steel has 
been discussed a bit this 
year among us pan alumni, 
including the year the band 
started playing at Commencement and 
Illumination. So for some reason, | felt 
compelled to correct the article in which 
Emeritus Secretary of the College Robert 
Haslun "67 is said to have dated it to 1977. 
The band formed in fall of 1980. Its offi- 
cial inaugural concert was in Warner Gym, 
February 12, 1981, the result of a winter- 
term project by all the band members (about 
12 of us). At the time we were the Oberlin 
Can Consortium. The name changed (thank- 
fully) to Oberlin Steel in 2001. The Oberlin 
Can Consortium first played during 
Commencement in 1982, on a stage set up 
in Tappan Square by the arch, and we too 
played Stars and Stripes Forever. (1 had the 
piccolo part.) The tradition of playing on the 
steps of Finney Chapel during Illumination 
started sometime thereafter, possibly 1983. 
Peter L. Mayer ’82 
Sarasota, Fla. 


se 


<4 

oO 

—_ 

” 

ad 
5 a 
‘ a 
oO 

fan | 


“Putting the college in our will was a modest gesture of loyalty,” 


OBERLIN 


COLLEGE @& CONSERVATORY 


says Paul Arnold ‘40. He met his wife, Sally '41, at Oberlin and went on to 
become a professor of art at the college for 40 years. “The quality of the students 
was very inspiring to me as a teacher,” says Paul, who in turn has inspired 


generations of students. 


Paul Arnold's colorful woodblock prints and etchings are known and celebrated 
throughout the Oberlin community and far beyond. For his highly productive 
career and generous involvement with local organizations, Paul received the 
Alumni Medal of Honor in 1985. As an emeritus faculty member, he actively 


continues to work in his studio on campus. The couple lives in Kendal at Oberlin. 


Five generations and 10 members of the Arnold family have attended Oberlin 
College. One of their great-grandsons, Jordan Beard ‘09, received a full-tuition 
scholarship as part of a college/community partnership that assists graduates of 
Oberlin High School. The college is so interwoven into the fabric of the Arnolds’ 
lives that including Oberlin in their estate plans was simply part of a lifelong 


pattern of giving both time and resources for the benefit of Oberlin students. 


For information on life income gifts or including Oberlin in your estate plans, please call 


the Office of Gift Planning at 440-775-8599 or email us at gift. planning@oberlin.edu. 


Around TA PPAN 
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Last year’ all-campus photo shoot in Wilder Bowl was so successful that the college decided to do it again. Office of Communications staffer 
Aries Indenbaum '09 spent weeks working out details with Kevin Reeves, who reprised his role as Oberlin’ intrepid bucket-truck-riding 
photographer. After some maneuvering, and a lot of radio-to-radio communication, Reeves was able to position professors, staff members, and 


students into a tightly shaped O. For an overhead view of the photo, visit http://oberlin.edu/colrelat/allcampus/. 
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Around Tappan Square (aimee elcy Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Se 
Half Dean Half Scientist Thus far Decaturs research has lead to science. At Oberlin he is teaching a lirst- 
: development of a technique to characterize | year seminar, Biotechnology: Science, Cul- 
by Harmony Pringle ’11 the structural details of the proteins and | ture, and Ethics, to 14 students. 
. | | their aggregates using infrared spectroscopy. “We face a national challenge to increase 
The technique, he says, records the unique — the diversity of the scientific workforce,’ 
ean Decatur, Oberlin’s dean of the vibrations of functional groups in response — he says. “Not only do we need to include 
College of Arts and Sciences and pro- to infrared radiation to help determine — people of diverse backgrounds—especially 
fessor of chemistry and biochemistry, | molecular structure. “By analyzing the vibra- | groups underrepresented in the sciences, 
is an interesting combination of scientist, | tions very closely we can get details of how | such as women, African Americans, Latinos, 
professor, and administrator. This morn- these aggregates are formed,” and also what | and Native Americans—but we also need 
ing, wearing a snappy blue sports jacket happens to interrupt this process. to embrace interdisciplinary approaches to 
and slacks, he greets me not in the dean's In keeping with the liberal arts tradi- large scientific problems. 
office in Cox, but in his research laborato- tion, Decatur, as dean, is also interested in “The type of such education offered at 
ry in the Science Center. the culture of science, most importantly, © Oberlin—rigorous, with an emphasis on 
As a biophysical chemist, Decatur for the | the intersection of science and race. At his | hands-on research experience and creative, 
past 15 years has researched proteins— “a | former post at Mount Holyoke, he initiat- | independent problem-solving—is a model 
class of really important molecules,” he says. | ed a race and science lecture series and | for training the type of interdisciplinary sci- 
We both laugh at the understatement. offered interdisciplinary courses focusing on | entists we need. We should emphasize mak- 
“What we're interested in is trying to — social and ethical considerations of emerging | ing such education accessible to all.” ATS 
characterize the details of how proteins fold 
in the correct shape and what leads them 
to sometimes aggregate and fold into these 
incorrect, aggregated shapes,” he says. The 
aggregates of misfolded proteins are the mol- 
ecular root of serious ailments such as N ' F 
Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, Euros In urope ; eee aT. 2) 
and cataracts in the eye. 
Eighteen Oberlin students, including nine neuroscience majors and one biology 
major, along with 15 students from Grinnell College, are part of this semester's 
3 Danenhberg Oberlin-in-London program. It’s the first time the study-away program 
s has featured a member of Oberlin’s neuroscience faculty. Professor Jan Thornton is 
s teaching two courses—Brain, Mind, and Madness and Emotions: Neural and 


Evolutionary Bases. “[We're taking] some wonderful field trips,” Thornton said via 
e-mail from London earlier this semester. “While in Oxford, we will visit the 
Museum of the History of Science and the Asmolean, the first public museum in 
the world. It includes an 18th-century chemistry lab and scientific instruments. 


We will also visit [Sigmund] Freud's house.” In London, the group will tour the 


science museum, the natural history museum, and even art museums, where they 


Rake’s 


will see artwork depicting mental illness, such as William Hogarth’s A 
Progress. Students also planned to 
visit an exhibit called Exquisite 


Bodies, featuring old wax models 


Jasmine Makota 


used to teach anatomy to medical 
students in the 18th and 19th cen- 
turies. Bizarre, but beautiful,” says 
Thornton. (Pictured left to right: 
Seniors Jon Wachtel, Jasmina 
Makota, Adriana Akintobi, and 


Sam Krowchenko during a boat 


trip to Greenwich. ) 
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The straw-bale garden shed built for Outdoor Classroom 


The Outdoor Classroom 


by Harmony Pringle '11 


hen Shoshana Friedman ’05 visited Beth 

Blissman, director of the Bonner 

Center for Service and Learning, 
the seed for the local impact she sought had 
already been planted. 

Actually, it was a whole garden. 

Several years before Friedman showed up 
at the Bonner Center, second grade teacher 
Sarah Lee planted a community garden 
on the east side of her school, Oberlin’s 
Eastwood Elementary School, with her col- 
league Gail Burton. Lee’s hope was to turn 
the garden into a living learning place, to 


teach children about the cycles of nature 
an outdoor classroom. But when maintain- 
ing the garden began taking too much time, 
the teachers had to abandon the project. 
With that groundwork accomplished, 
Blissman asked Friedman to do some of her 
own harvesting: recruit more college students 
—including younger ones—to help bring 
the garden back. In return, the Oberlin stu- 
dents could receive private reading credit. 
Blissman hoped wrangling the underclass 


farmhands would make this sustainability 


zO09 


project more sustainable. 

Since then the program has “taken many 
forms,” according to Zoe Dash '09, who 
joined Outdoor Classroom in the spring of 
2007. Now, 8 tol0 Oberlin College students 
participate each year, helping with the gar- 
den-tending as well as teaching the lessons 
drawn from it. It has provided hands-on 
learning opportunities for both the elemen- 
tary students and the college students. 

“The program is wonderful,” says Lee. 
“The [college] students have done a num- 
ber of projects with our younger students 
—teaching them about the food chain, 
composting, healthy food—we even all built 
a straw-bale shed. We're also learning about 
service to the community as a way to take 
care of the land.” 

Although Dash team-taught second 
orade, her favorite lesson last year was for 
kindergarteners. ‘Titled “Meet Your Plant,” 
each kid chose a plant in the Eastwood gar- 
den and was encouraged to learn everything 
they could about it through their senses— 
what it smelled like, how it felt, if it had 
flowers, leaves, a long stem, etc. Then they 
had to name it and introduce their new 
“plant friend” to the other students. “They 
were so excited that they now had their own 


friend in the garden!” says Dash. ATS 


The Class of 2013 


e The College of Arts and Sciences wel- 
comed 669 first-year students and 29 
transfer students. The Oberlin Conserva- 
tory of Music enrolled 162 new students. 


¢ 860 students represent 41 states and 
the District of Columbia, with the majority 
hailing from New York, California, Ohio, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and Illinois. 


e 4 students graduated from Oberlin 
High School. 


e 107 students represent 35 countries— 
an especially large international class. 


e 148 students identify as students of color. 


e 55 percent of students are female, 45 
percent are male. 


¢ 56 students are the sons and daughters 
of Oberlin alumni. 


e 27 students planned to enroll simulta- 
neously in the college and the conservatory. 


¢ On average, incoming students scored 
700 on the critical reading portion of the 
SAT, 676 on the math section, and 690 on 
writing. 

e 46 percent of the new conservatory 
class received the highest audition rating 
possible during the selection process. 

e Asa group, 79 percent of the new class 
(573 students) held leadership positions in 


more than 1,100 organizations. 


Dale Preston 


TALKING POINTS 


The National Science Foundation awarded 
Oberlin two grants totaling more than $1 
million dollars for innovative interdiscipli- 
nary projects in the sciences. One grant will 
support the integration of computational 
modeling into science curricula, the other 
will be used to purchase a powerful new 
research instrument. ¢ Oberlin was award- 
ed the highest grade given to any college 
or university, an A-, on the Sustainable 
Endowments Institute’s College Sustain- 
ability Report Card 2010. This is the second 
consecutive year Oberlin has earned top 
honors. ¢ Edward F. Hartfield 72 was nom- 
inated by President Barack Obama to serve 
on the Federal Service Impasses Panel of the 
Federal Labor Relations Authority. Hartfield 
is executive director of the National Center 
for Dispute Settlement. ¢ Grover Zinn, emer- 
itus Danforth Professor of Religion, and 
David Young, emeritus Longman Professor 
of English, were awarded emeritus fellow- 
ships from the Andrew W. Mellon Founda- 
tion. Zinn is studying the writings of Hugh of 
St. Victor. Young’s fellowship will support his 
translation of three books by the German 
poet Paul Celan. ¢ Oberlin was awarded the 
2009 Alfred P. Sloan Award in Faculty Career 
Flexibility. The award provides Oberlin with a 
$200,000 accelerator grant to expand career 
options for faculty and incorporate discus- 
sion of career flexibility into its junior men- 
toring program. © Oberlin installed a 175 
kilowatt-hour solar panel on the north end 
of Savage Stadium. The electricity generat- 
ed is expected to power the football, base- 
ball, and softball scoreboards, along with a 
Surplus to feed back to the electrical grid. 
e President Marvin Krislov was among 5/7 
liberal arts college presidents to sign an 
open letter endorsing the Federal Research 
Access Act of 2009. © Diane Meier ’73, 2008 
MacArthur “genius grant” winner, gave a 
public lecture at Oberlin in September titled 
“Palliative Care: Transforming the Experi- 
ence of a Serious Illness.” Meier is one of the 
nation’s leading experts on geriatric care. @ 
Professor of Organ James David Christie 
provided musical accompaniment during 
Senator Edward Kennedy's funeral in 
September. 


For more information, visit: www.oberlin.edu. 


turbine in the 


David Lesser welds the 


mechanic shop. 


Electricity Made 
from Scratch 


by Joshua Spiro '09 


t's the start of fall break and senior David 

Lesser is nestled in the mechanic shop 

in the basement of the physics depart- 
ment. To the side of him are three hand- 
carved wooden blades. Resting on the floor 
are several used car parts—a front strut 
and a brake disk. After taking a moment to 
weld, Lesser pauses and says, “anyone can 
build a wind turbine. 

“Nearly all of the stuff we're doing isn’t 
technically difficult, potentially expensive, 


or fragile, and that makes this a good pro- 


ject for learning,” says the physics major and 


founding member of Engineering People 
of Oberlin College (EPOC), a community 
of students interested in any aspect of 
engineering, including, but not limited to, 
design, mechanics, and electronics. Money 
for materials that EPOC couldn't scrounge 
from local junkyards—about $800—came 
from the Oberlin Student Cooperative Asso- 
ciation and the college’s Green EDGE Fund. 

The turbine is just one of the projects 
the group is building; others on the dis- 
cussion table include a bike shelter, elec- 


tric Car, and a steam scooter. 


Although a home for the turbine has 
not yet been found, Lesser and the six 
other EPOC members who began con- 
structing it last year say it could generate 
about 500 kilowatt-hours annually at peak 
performance. 

“['ve got a whole slew of other projects 
on the back burner,” Lesser says of his per- 
sonal pursuits. “I’ve already built an elec- 
tric skateboard, and one of these days 
I’m going to get around to building an old- 
school vacuum tube amplifier.” Lesser is 
also assisting Chris Martin, assistant pro- 
fessor of physics and astronomy, with con- 
struction of the Stratospheric Terahertz 
Observatory, a high-altitude balloon carry- 
ing a radio telescope that is expected to 
launch in winter of 2010-11. ATs 


Junot Diaz’s Dream 


‘T always drive my students crazy by say- 


ing, oh, that’s my favorite white writer,” 
Junot Diaz told audience members in 
Finney Chapel in September, his voice 
dripping with sarcasm. The 2008 Pulitzer 
Prize-winning authors convocation talk 
was just one of several events that was 
also part of Latino/Latina Heritage 
Month. “For me, the future would be that 
its OK for us to be not this universal 


writer, but its OK for us to be a 


Dominican writer, or a writer from 


New Jersey, and nobody [would} draw 


conclusions from that. That's the dream.” 
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Lovins: Energy Star 


hunderous applause greeted Amor) 

Lovins, the college’s first convoca- 

tion speaker of the academic year. 
Normally, star treatment is not bestowed 
upon a physicist, but Lovins, head of the 
Rocky Mountain Institute, where he helps 
businesses and governments understand 
that using natural resources efficiently is 
both profitable and better for the environ- 
ment, was dubbed by Newsweek “one of 
the Western world’s most influential ener- 
gy thinkers.” On a carbon-conscious cam- 
pus like Oberlin, he’s a celebrity. 

“The kinds of organic and sound forestry 
practices we see increasingly adopted— 
often for other reasons—can actually 
make better farmland and rangeland and 
forestland into major carbon sinks that can 
soak up a lot of carbon out of the air more 
profitably then our current techniques 
that treat soil like dirt,” Lovins said during 
his talk, “Profitable Solutions to Climate, 
Oil, and Proliferation.” 

Lovins was equally interested in indi- 
vidual scale solutions, such as Property 
| Accessed Clean Energy (PACE) bonds. 

Pace bonds are a new innovation that could 
enable anyone to fix up a building without 
needing their own money, he explained. 
“!This bond] could end up retrofitting 
every building in the country.” ATS 


John Seyfried 
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Keeping the Peace 


“Women across the world still face discrimination,” 
human rights activist and 2003 Nobel Peace Prize recip- 
ient Shirin Ebadi told an Oberlin audience in October. 
In 1975, she was the first Iranian woman to preside over 
a legislative court, but was demoted to a clerk follow- 
ing Iran's Islamic Revolution. For the next two decades, 
Ebadi devoted her life to the promotion of women’ rights, 
the defense of children, and political activism, at times 
despite great risk to her own safety. Her organization, the 
Association for Human Rights Advocates, provides pro 
bono legal service to political prisoners in Iran. “In 
European countries, as well as in the United States, 
women enjoy equal rights by law,” Ebadi stated through 
an interpreter. “But because of their roles in society and at 


home, they have few opportunities to enjoy those rights.” 


4.000 More Bikes 
in Oberlin 


by Michael Emerson Dirda ‘09 


n an effort to encourage Oberlin students 

and permanent residents alike to become 

more environmentally conscious, col- 
lege senior Dory Trimble is asking com- 
munity members to sign a pledge that they 
will, whenever possible, ditch their cars in 
favor of a bicycle. Since September the 
sroup has registered more than 250 bikes. 

Backed by a grant from the Oberlin 
EnviroAlums’ Student Sustainability Fund, 
Trimble’s project aims to “transform Oberlin 
into a community that’s happier, healthier, 
safer for cyclists and pedestrians, and bet- 
ter for the environment.” The name of the 
project, 4,000 More Bikes in Oberlin, is a 
nod to Oberlin’s history as a bicycle-friendly 
town and recalls a semi-famous photo taken 
in the 1960s that proclaimed Oberlin home 
to 4,000 bikes. 

Cyclists are asked to take a pledge that 
commits them to bike more and drive less 
and to “engage friends and neighbors in con- 


versations about their decision and why they 


HOME OF 
FIRST COEDUCATIONAL 
*- » COLLEGE 
IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


are making it, and get involved with com- 
munity events.” 

Those registered receive such perks as 
a discount at the local bike shop and entry 
in an ongoing series of raffles for helmets, 


locks, safety lights, and other gear. ATS 


Read more at http://4000more.org/. 
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Around Tappan Square 


$1.7 Million Gift Funds 
Conservatory Scholarship 


hroughout her long life, Helen Hodam 

gave generously of her time and tal- 

ents, helping dozens of students to 
build careers in classical singing. Now, 
another generous gift will continue her 
life’s work, allowing generations of talent- 
ed young singers to study at the Conser- 
vatory of Music. 

A $1.7 million gift from the legendary 
voice teacher's estate has been established 
and will endow the Helen Hodam Merit 
Scholarship in Voice. A professor of singing 
at Oberlin for more than two decades, “Miss 
Hodam’ was one of the most distinguished 
voice teachers in the United States. She 
died on May 21, 2008, in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, at the age of 93. 

In celebration of her life and legacy, 
opera singer and former Hodam student 
Denyce Graves 85 presented a recital in 
Oberlin in October. 

The scholarship fund will enable extra- 
ordinary undergraduate students to attend 
the conservatory. The Class of 2014 will 
likely include the first students to benefit 
arship gift. ATS 


from Hodam’s scho 


~ yA 


OBERLIN GREENS: 
SUN ROOF 


The solar panels on the Adam Joseph 
Lewis Center for Environmental Studies 
produce an average of 145,241 kWh 
of electricity annually, providing 
approximately 113 percent of the 
building's energy use. This makes the 
AJLC a net exporter of electricity, one 


of the only zero energy buildings on a 


college campus. The building offsets 


142 tons of carbon emissions annually, 


—Nathan Engstrom, 


sustainability coordinator 


UCM E ES eley Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Around Tappan Square Arout 


Kwame Webster '10 
Hometown: New Orleans, Louisiana 
Campus/Community Involvement: 
Admissions office assistant and mem- 
ber of ABUSUA; Agape Christian 
Fellowship; Pseukay, Oberlin African- 
American performance company; and 
the Brotherhood, an organization that 
seeks to provide support for male stu- 
dents of color. 

wame Webster is an African 

American studies major with a 

unique way of immersing himself 
in Africana history—through theater. 
Webster, who has been acting since the 
third grade, has taken part in a slew of 
performances at Oberlin dealing with 
issues of race and the black experience, 
including Ma Raineys Black Bottom, In 
the Blood, Sankofa Theater, and, most 
notably, Death of a Salesman, starring 
Avery Brooks '70 as Willy Loman. 

“The most important views into any 

cultural experience are the ones that 
cannot be found in newspapers or some- 


times history books,’ Webster says. 
“|Stories of] the quick-witted musicians 
who shared an interesting bond, the 
lesbian Blues singer, the father who 
kills himself trying to make a living for 


his family—all are part of the black 
experience. In Ma Rainey, written by 
black playwright August Wilson, an 
Afro-centric stance is present through- 
out. In Death of a Salesman, one simply 
has to put each scene into context to 
gain a particular view of black culture. 
“So much of our history has been 
chopped up and messed around,” he 
adds. “It’s a good feeling to be able to 
piece that back together and have a bet- 
ter connection to it through acting.” 
Webster plans to attend medical 
school after graduation, but hopes the 
stage won't be far behind. “Theater 
keeps my sanity, and | don’t think I can 
ever stop doing it,” he says. “I may not 
be on a main stage with a large part, but 
expressing oneself through the role of 
another character is a liberating and 
thought-provoking process.” 
—Joshua Spiro ‘09 
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The Copper Canyon and the Sea of COPEL january 15, 201 


Alumni Association Past-President Bill Hilton '65 and his wife, Kristi Iverson, will be on this tour. 


We invite you to join us on an extraordinary journey that combines 
the rich marine life of the Sea of Cortez with the spectacular scenery 
and dramatic cliffs of the Copper Canyon. Sail through Baja 
California’s Sea of Cortez, which offers quiet coves, pristine beaches, 
and a wealth of uninhabited islands. The waters are frequented by 
several species of whales, dolphins, and sea lions. Next experience 
the Copper Canyon. Virtually inaccessible until the latter half of the 
20th century, it can now be enjoyed from the comfort of one of the 
world’s most thrilling train rides. Travel aboard the historic Chihuahua 
al Pacifico Railroad—from the colonial town of El Fuerte high into 
the Sierra Madre Mountains. Encounter the reclusive Tarahumara 


The Great Journey throtgh Earpe june 23-11, 3, 201 


Escorted by David Cleeton, Emeritus Professor of Economics 


Join us on a journey through the 
heart of the Alps and along the 
storied Rhine River via a unique 
combination of rail and river trav- 
el. Spend four days exploring 
Europe’s most majestic scenery 
from the idyllic Swiss resorts of 
Zermatt and Lucerne. On three rail 
journeys, view the pinnacle of the 
Matterhorn from the Gornergrat 
Bahn, cross the mountainous 


Indians who have maintained their traditional culture and crafts. 
Your days in the canyon are 
spent at a lodge located at 
the canyon’s rim. Travel 
aboard National Geographic 
Sea Lion, scaled to cater to 
small groups and to be in 
harmony with the environ- 
ments we explore. This trip 
is almost sold out, so call 
soon. Brochure available. 


backbone of Switzerland aboard the celebrated Glacier Express, and 
ride a cog railway up Mount Pilatus for panoramic vistas of Lake 
Lucerne. Travel overland from Lucerne through the verdant coun- 
tryside and lake district of Switzerland to Basel and cruise to 
Frankfurt, Germany. View the treasures of a river that has functioned 
as the cultural crossroads of half a continent, the meeting point of 
the Latin and Germanic worlds. Walk where Roman legionaries 
once marched; stroll the narrow streets of medieval university 
towns; stand before the twin spires of Cologne Cathedral; and relax 
in a streetside café over a refreshing glass of Riesling, the Rhine's 
famous white wine. Brochure available. 


Iceland: The Land of Fire and 16@ jus 2s-sugust 5, 2010 


Escorted by Dennis Hubbard, Professor of Geology, and Karla Parsons-Hubbard, Associate Professor of Geology 


Join this journey of dramatic exploration to the island nation of 
Iceland, a country endowed with massive glaciers, bubbling geysers 
and cascading waterfalls. Watch for whales and the abundant bird 
life as you cruise by pristine arctic landscapes of rocky coastlines 
and towering fjords. Immerse yourself in ancient Viking heritage 
and observe traditional Icelandic life in the old Norse fishing ports. 
We will visit the charming fishing town of Isafj6rdur, a bastion of 
traditional Icelandic culture. See the pristine island of Grimsey, locat- 
ed directly on the Arctic Circle and known for its lush vegetation, 
spectacular cliff-lined shores and diverse bird life. Enjoy an evening 


circumnavigation of Surtsey Island, 
Iceland’s most active volcanic island 
and an excursion to Reykjavik to 
experience the stunning mountain 
beauty of Thingvellir National Park, 
to view the 96-foot-high Gullfoss 
Waterfalls and to enjoy lunch amid 
a picturesque setting of geysers and 


hot springs in Geysir. Brochure 


available. 


Save the Dates! OBIEApvenrure! CoLorADO CANOE Trips: Ju 


: Sa eee , 05 - programs, please call 
If you would like to receive electronic news and bro hures about our programs, please c 


consider traveling with fellow Obies! 


ly and August 2010 ¢ WONDER OF CHINA AND TiBet: October 15-29, 2011, 


440-775-8692 or e-mail Deb.Stanfield@oberlin.edu. Please 
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A Powerhouse 


A New York City's 2008 
Fringe Festival—a celebra- 


tion of cutting-edge theater co- 
founded by John Clancy ‘86— 
two Obies made a big splash 
with There Will Come Soft 
Rains. Soft Rains began at 
Oberlin and was later produced 
at the Fringe by Sinking Ship, 
the theater company founded 
by Jon Levin ‘07 and Josh 
Luxenberg 06. But that was 
nothing compared to the power- 
house that their new play, 
Powerhouse, became when it 
debuted at the 2009 festival. 
Powerhouse follows the life 


of Raymond Scott, a brilliant 


(but unknown) American 


Josh Luxenberg '06 


Jesse Garrison ‘07, left, and Ben Dziuba with a 


puppet named Booby, in a scene from Powerhouse. 


composer. You might not know 
Scott's name, but if you've ever 
seen a Looney Tunes cartoon, 
you know his music. Despite an 
unfamiliar subject, Powerhouse 
sold out every night, winning 
high praise from the New York 
Times and Time Out New York, 
which lauded the “talented 
young company’ for a “kinetic 
and visually enchanting 
production. 

Powerhouse started without 
a script. Over a long, improvisa- 
tion-filled rehearsal period, cast 
members researched their own 
characters, generating a huge 
amount of material, scenes, 
moments, and images. From 
there, Levin and Luxenberg cre- 
ated an outline that Luxenberg 
refined into a script. 


Sinking Ship features a num- 


ber of Obies: Jesse Garrison ‘07 


and Clare McNulty ‘07 acted 
in both Powerhouse and Soft 
Rains. Joshua Morris ‘07, the 
music director and sound design- 
er, grappled with the extensive 
works of Raymond Scott. 

As well as exploring new 
content, Levin and Luxenberg 
presented their story in a novel 


way. Instead of drawing or pro- 


jecting the Looney Tunes car- 


toons associated with Scott’s 
music, Sinking Ship used pup- 
pets—a theatrical, 3D vocabu- 
lary for an inherently 2D art 
form. “Theater is often more 
engaging when the audience 
has to use their imagination. 
People take great delight in see- 
ing the act of creation on stage, 
in seeing all the pieces come 
together,” Luxenberg said, “It’s 


important that the strings show.” 


Swan’s Song: 
i Will Survive 


A an attorney for the 
Environmental Protection 


Agency in Pennsylvania, 


Russell Swan '89 is used to 
putting an end to shady prac- 
tices and underhanded deals. 
That should be good prepara- 
tion for his new role as a con- 
testant on the CBS tough-as- 
nails reality-program Survivor. 
Not only must he brave the 
Samoan jungle and its boa con- 
strictors, poisonous stonefish, 
and disease-bearing mosquitoes, 
he also has to deal with some- 
thing far more dangerous: his 
fellow contestants, all conspir- 
ing against each other for the 
$1 million prize that comes 
from lasting the longest on the 
show. A former kick boxer and 
a four-year AIl-NCAC track 
and field star while at Oberlin, 
Russell's certainly got the physi- 
cal ability to best the competi- 
tion. The question is: Will this 
Philadelphia lawyer continue 

to police the treaty-breakers 
and double-crossers, or will he 
embrace the anything goes, kill- 
or-be-killed law of the jungle? 


Stay tuned... 
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Adaptive Re-Use 
Looking Up 


I the spring 2009 issue of 
OAM we asked readers to 
send in photos of disused mate- 
rial they had creatively trans- 
formed into something with a 
new use. 

Miles Epstein ‘84 of San 
Francisco fashioned a strangely 
elegant chandelier (below, left) 
made from “an old papasan 
chair frame and a bunch of 
plastic bottles.” Freedom 
Baird '85 of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, turned old oak 
ladders and some lumber 
obtained through Freecycle into 
an impressive backyard grape 
arbor (below, right). Wrote 


Baird: “The vine was there 


when we bought the place three 


years ago, but it needed tending 


and support. Don't we all.” 


¢ 
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TAGLINE: 


obie blog watch 


BLOGGER: 
Nathan Leamy ‘06 


A trip around the world 


looking at crops and cuisine 


URL: 


http://blog.mylifeinlines.com/ 


BACKGROUND: 
Nathan Leamy '06 was awarded a Watson Fellowship in 
March 2007 and with it he traveled the world “to look at 
dietary and culinary shifts that have taken place due to 
changes in the farming of staple crops because of techno- 
logical advancements and swings in the political climate.” 
Or, as he also puts it, he “asked people why they eat the 


breads they do.” 


Leamys resulting blog has maps, photos, videos, and 

entertaining articles documenting his world-wide travels, 

including exhaustive lists of superlatives, like “Strangest 

things | imbibed” (number two on the list: Tibetan Butter 

Tea—‘quite literally just a big glass of melted Yak butter’) 

and reviews of the various airports he’s visited. He also posted 

his final report to the Watson Foundation. “Seeing firsthand 

how fortunate | am to have control over so many variables in 

my life,” he wrote, “has likely been the most inexpressible lesson.” 
Leamy, now operations manager at Slow Foods USA, has a 


website, www.mylifeinlines.com, in addition to his travel blog. 
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A visit from one of John Frederick Oberlin’s descendants 
brings Oberlin closer to its namesake 


By Cindy Nickoloff ’88 


t the time of his death in 1826, John Frederick Oberlin 


had enjoyed fame unique in his era. In a world where 
communication between countries could take months, 
the life and work of the dedicated Alsatian pastor were renowned 
throughout Europe and beginning to make waves in America. 

Anne Roser Perru of Paris, France, sent an e-mail message to 
Oberlin in summer 2009. She identified herself as a seventh- 
generation descendant of John Frederick Oberlin, one of about 
40 direct descendants living in Europe. She and her husband, 
Didier, were planning a trip to the United States, primarily to 
visit the college named for her ancestor. 

So who was this man in whose honor we are named? In his 
summer 1990 Oberlin Alumni Magazine article, “Johann Friedrich 
Oberlin, a Worthy Eponym,” former college president S. Frederick 


Starr described just how well known J.F. Oberlin was (see Notes 
and Readings for an explanation of the various spellings of the 
name). “He was admired by Goethe, Schiller, and Tsar Alexander I. 


Two towns in the United States wanted him to come to this 


country as a missionary. In Middlemarch George Elliot refers, as 
if everyone knows what it is, to ‘the spirit of Oberlin.” 


Despite his renown, Oberlin chose to spend his 59-year career 


serving the people of one of France’s poorest and least educated 
communities, the Ban de la Roche, an isolated community of five 
villages high in the Vosges mountains of Northeastern France. 

Perru says she was raised to take an interest in her family’s his- 
tory. She knew of Oberlin’s visionary work and his reputation on 
her side of the pond when, several years ago, she and her hus- 
band encountered a young man sporting a T-shirt emblazoned 
with the name “Oberlin” at an outdoor farmer's market in south- 
western France. They approached him and learned for the first 
time of the college in the United States that bears her family’s 
name. They began planning a visit to John Frederick's namesake 
and, as she wrote in an e-mail message, to learn more about “how 
the relationship was established and continued between Jean- 
Frédéric Oberlin and the then-young United States.” 

Once the Perrus made contact with the Office of the President, 


OBERLIN paston of 
WALDERSBACH IS mi 7 
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Photos: Kevin Reeves 


out John Frederick Oberlin to his descendant Anne Roser Perru and 


Oberlin College archivist Ken Grossi (right) shows archive items al 


her husband, Didier. The Perrus at thi campus monument that pays tribute to Oberlin’s namesake, an Alsatian pastor. 
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*[Oberlin} was a contemporary of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, [education theorist] Johann Heinrich 


Pestalozzi, and Thomas Jefferson. He created the first preschools, even before Pestalozzi 


and Robert Owen. He helped his own impoverished village to develop through soil enrichment, 


construction of roads, creation of workshops, employment for women, and financial loans.” 


Anne Roser Perru, seventh-generation descendant of John Frederick Oberlin 


Oberlin staff members began organizing for their daylong September | 


16 visit. When college archivist Ken Grossi and his staff reviewed 
Oberlin-related items in the collection, their initial intention to 
pull a few items for viewing evolved into an exhibit that was on view 
in the special collections room in Mudd this fall and will eventu- 


ally be remounted on the Archives’ website (see Notes and Readings 
for the url). Among the items included are a copy of the first com- | 


prehensive English biography of J.F. Oberlin, John Frederic Oberlin 
(Westview Press, 1976), by John W. Kurtz, who was professor of 
German at Oberlin from 1932 to 1973; a commemorative plate; 
a heart-shaped, folded paper book with paintings of J.F. Oberlin’s 
grave site; a replica of an original bas-relief plaque at Oberlin’s 
church in Ban de la Roche; and tools Oberlin made and used in his 
pastoral work, including a watercolor painting depicting the heav- 
ens and a hand-cut, hand-colored map of the Ban de la Roche. 
During a luncheon with Oberlin College President Marvin Krislov 
and members of the faculty and staff, Perru talked about her 
ancestor's life and work. “He was a contemporary of Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, [education theorist] Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi, and 
Thomas Jefferson.” She talked about the modernity of Oberlin’s 


Go Cardinal Red and Mikado Yellow! 
Notes and Readings 


].F. Oberlin’s fame and the Ban de la Roche's proximity to both 
France and Germany have resulted in four spellings of his 
name—Jean-Frédéric (French), Johann Friedrich (German), 
and John Frederick or John Frederic (English). 

Ever wonder where Oberlin’s school colors came from? In 
1889, a faculty committee chose them—originally cardinal 
red and mikado yellow—from the family coat of arms of John 
Frederick Oberlin. Over the years, they evolved into today’s 
familiar crimson and gold. 

The Oberlin College Archives website has several on-line 
exhibits and lots of information about Oberlin’s history, and 
will eventually house the J.P. Oberlin exhibit mentioned in 


the story: 


www.oberlin.edu/archive 


FALL 2009 


thoughts and actions in the realms of education and economic ini- 
tiatives. “He created the first preschools, even before Pestalozzi and 
Robert Owen. He helped his own impoverished village to develop 
through soil enrichment, construction of roads, creation of work- 
shops, employment for women, and financial loans,” using a sys- 
tem not unlike contemporary microlending. 

Perru was delighted to find evidence that the relationship 
between Oberlin the man and Oberlin the college has continued 
in our contemporary commitment to access, academic and artis- 
tic excellence, and social justice. “I am both pleased and proud to 
be here today with my husband at Oberlin College, in this mag- 
nificent, deeply moving place,” she said. 

Upon their departure, the Perrus took a woodblock print of 
J.F. Oberlin’s silhouette, made by Paul Arnold, emeritus professor 
of art; a copy of John Kurtz’s biography of J.F. Oberlin; and a 
renewed commitment to maintain the connection between 


Oberlin’s vision, his descendants, and his namesake. @ 


Cindy Nickoloff is editor of internal communications and a former 


editor of Oberlin Alumni Magazine. 


| For more information about J].F. Oberlin, read then-Professor 


of German John W. Kurtz's opening assembly address from 
September 1972, reprinted in the November/December 1972 
issue of OAM, titled “What's in a Name: Why Oberlin?” on the 


archives site: 


www.oberlin.edu/archive/resources/oberlin/why_oberlin. html 


Also check out Oberlin’s digital collections: 


http://deollections.oberlin.edu 


Oberlin Office of Communications fellow Aries Indenbaum 
‘09, writer, history geek, circus performer, and former admis- 
sions tour guide extraordinaire, gave the Perrus a tour of cam- 
pus. Read her impressions on her blog, along with a creative 
reimagining of how Oberlin’s founders picked this particular 
spot in Ohio to build their college (warning: it involves a 


bear): 


http://blogs.oberlin.edu/about/history_mission/history_tour.shtml 
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Hollywood comes to Oberlin to celebrate a regional icon’s reopening 


ctober 2 was a day of 

undeniable excitement 

and Hollywood glitz at 
Oberlin, as TV director and writer 
James Burrows °62, along with 
husband-and-wife actors Danny 
DeVito and Rhea Perlman, were 
seen roaming the campus and 
downtown, stopping in on class- 
rooms and popping up in Main 
Street restaurants. 

But this was no mere star-stud- 
ded glamour-fest. 

Like any Hollywood epic, the 
story of Oberlin’s historic Apollo Theatre has been years in the 
making. It’s a story that featured a worrisome plot twist—the 
theater's close call with its own demise—yet ultimately a happy 
ending: its dramatic rescue and transformation. 

,urrows, one of TV’s most respected and successful sitcom 
producers, writers, and directors, along with his wife, Debbie, 
and DeVito and Perlman, the parents of a current Oberlin stu- 
dent, were joined by Robert Lemle "75, chair of Oberlin’s board 
of trustees, and President Marvin Krislov at a festive ribbon-cut- 


ting ceremony celebrating the Apollos reopening. A crowd ol 


Pasa 2 OOO 9 


onlookers and autograph seekers 
gathered to watch the VIPs offi- 
cially re-open the theater, which 
had been closed for three months. 
Its renovation is the first phase of 
an ambitious plan to transform the 
complex into a state-of-the-art 
showcase for first-run films and 
a new space that will serve as a 
community asset and innovative 
incubator of theater and film art. 
In a brief presentation follow- 
ing the ribbon cutting, Burrows 
admitted that it was during a 
white-knuckled Apollo screening of Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho in 
his student days when he determined that if he “got out of the 
theater alive” he would donate money to Oberlin. He also showed 
a short clip of his most recent series, Gary, Unmarried, which 
included a playful jab at Oberlin athletics. He was quick to point 
out the line was not his but rather the work of the show’s writers. 
(Later in the evening, President Krislov told Burrows that Oberlin’s 
football team was waiting nearby to discuss the reference.) 
Although much of the building's $1.2 million in renovations 


dealt with bringing the infrastructure up to current codes, improve- 


ments were visible: a revamped lobby, 
ADA accessibility throughout, a new 
high-definition projection system, and 
state-of-the-art sound system. Retain- 
ing the historical and architectural 
significance of the landmark was a 
priority; the much-loved outdoor tick- 
et booth continues to greet patrons, 
and the lobby’s Zig-Zag Moderne 
features and vinyl-padded walls have 
been preserved. 

President Krislov praised the Apollo 
as “one of the few widely shared rit- 
uals of Oberlin life. 

“For everyone at Oberlin College, and in the city of Oberlin 
and the surrounding countryside, the Apollo is a cultural and his- 
torical landmark,” he said. “It is also a portal to other worlds and 
galaxies. In this theater, Obies young, old, and in between have 
enjoyed vaudeville acts and have been transported by the magic 
of the movies to places such as Oz, Casablanca, Mumbai, Jurassic 
Park, Hogwarts, and Zombieland,” the latter referring to the film 
that would play later that evening. Krislov also invoked Oberlin 
College’s long-running connection with those in the film industry. 
“John Kander '51, one of the giants of musical theater, watched 
movies here, as did William Goldman ‘52, the great novelist, 
playwright, and screenwriter. So did aspiring student actors such as 
the late John Cazale, Avery Brooks ’70, Bill Irwin '73, Eric 
Bogosian 76, and Ed Helms '96. Future directors such as Julie 
Taymor 74 and Jim Burrows ‘62 also went to the movies at the 
Apollo. Some of you may even have sat next to them.” 

Summing up the rationale to buy the theater in a difficult eco- 
nomic climate, board chair Lemle said, “Try as we might, we just 
could not picture Oberlin without the Apollo.” 

The history of the Apollo dates back to its 1913 construction 
and its first screening soon thereafter, the early three-reel thriller 
Thor, Lord of the Jungle. While some in town found the new tech- 
nology morally dubious, that view changed after 
new ownership came to the Apollo in 1928. The 
late historian Geoffrey Blodgett 53, who wrote 
a brief article on the Apollo’s history, noted 
that “Jerry Steel's arrival in Oberlin, and the 
advent of the ‘talkies,’ made commercial movies 
respectable again.” 

The college archives includes an invitation 
for the “Premiere Opening of Jerome G. Steel's 
Moderne Apollo Theatre” in September 1931, with 
a program featuring George Arliss in Alexander 
Hamilton and an assurance that “The Apollo has 
been designed to provide you with the fullest 
enjoyment of our programs — Comfortable seats 
~ Conditioned Air — Perfected Sound and Projec- 
tion — Water Fountains — Retiring Rooms and 
other modern appointments.” Another remodel- 
ing, in 1950, brought the now-iconic triangular 
porcelain marquee with traveling neon lights. 


The Steel family put the Apollo up for sale 


last year. In February, after no poten- 
tial buyers had stepped up and it 
became clear that there were no 
viable alternatives to save the the- 
ater, College Properties of Oberlin, 
a subsidiary of Oberlin College, pur- 
chased the complex. In addition to 
Danny DeVito and Rhea Perlman 
and James and Debbie Burrows, 
early donors include Lemle, the Steel 
family, the Goldring Family Founda- 
tion, the Nord Family Foundation, 
and an anonymous Oberlin High School 
graduate. 

While the Apollo will continue to be a working movie theater, 
the college hopes to expand the role of the building so that it is 
an educational and community asset. 

“The cinema and media studies program is very involved in 
the Apollo project,” says Elizabeth “Rian” Brown-Orso, associate 
professor of cinema studies/new media. Program faculty mem- 
bers participated in the architectural planning for the space 
above the theater, with the hope that it will include state-of-the- 
art recording and editing facilities and breakout classrooms with 
film-quality lighting options, she says. Possibilities for the future 
include an additional screening room for student-run seminars, 
film festivals, and film series. 

Concurrent with the Apollo renovations, the cinema studies 
program is developing a media literacy program for Lorain County 
youth. College students will be trained to go into area schools to 
teach about various media and to work on video projects, such as 
stop-motion animation. Following a semester-long practicum next 
spring, college students will conduct a filmmaking camp for local 
children next summer. “The Apollo represents a real community- 
and-college union now,” says Brown-Orso. 

‘To support the second phase of the project, Apollo devotees have 
formed Friends of the Apollo, whose steering committee includes 
Burrows, DeVito, and Perlman; director Joanathan 
Demme, the father of two current Oberlin stu- 
dents; current and former Oberlin parents David 
Ignat, Peter Casey, Rosemary Casey, Gary Goldring, 
and Matthew Bernstein; and alumni Elizabeth 
lonat-Bausch 91, Justin Bausch 90, Eric Bogosian 
‘76, and John Scheinfield '75. 

“It’s absolutely unprecedented in a liberal arts 
college to have a cinema studies program—in 
which we teach film production and critical studies 
in cinema and media—housed in an original 1913 
movie theater,” says Brown-Orso. 

“Until now we did not have a building, and 
now we have a building that represents cinema 
studies.” @ 


This article was written by the staff of the Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine. 

For more information about the Apollo, including 
a slide show, visit: http://new.oberlin.edu apollo. 
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“It’s absolutely unprecedented in a 


liberal arts college to have a cinema 
studies program—in which we teach 
film production and critical studies 
in cinema and media—housed in an 
original 1913 movie theater,” says 


Rian Brown-Orso. 
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Rhea Perlman talks with Rian Brown-Orso, associate professor of 
cinema studies/new media, at a dinner celebrating the reopening 


of the Apollo. 


You have to know funny ... 


If you've turned on a TV in the last 30 years, you've seen 


Jim Burrows work. Creating, producing, and directing 
such shows as Cheers, Taxi, Friends, Will and Grace, Big 
Bang Theory, and Gary, Unmarried, Burrows defines his 
media. For students, he is an inspiration. Visiting Oberlin 
to rededicate the Apollo, Burrows set aside time to meet 
with students, giving them the advice on success, passion, 
and “the funny,” and a few behind-the-scenes. stories, 
including one about working with comic legend Andy 
Kaufman. (Yes, he was as strange as he seemed. ) 

His biggest word of wisdom? Persistence. 

“The ones who are persistent are the ones who impress 
me. Youve got to knock down every door—a thousand 
resumes are not enough.” 

Speaking to packed classrooms of cinema studies and the- 
ater majors, Burrows stressed the role of preparation. “When 
you get your opportunity, you have to capitalize on it,” he 
said. “When it happens, you have to be ready to take it.” 

When students asked about the challenges caused by 
the current recession, Burrows answered hopefully, “Despite 
the economic times, there are many more venues for work. 
If you make a funny video, it's going to get out there.” 

\nd how do you make things funnier? “I can't tell you 
how to make things funny. With funny...you just have to 


know. 
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HER Fort 


Joanna 
Smith Rakoff 


When it comes to Obies moving to Brooklyn after graduation, 


Joanna Smith Rakoff ’94 wrote 


the book 


By Elizabeth Weinstein ’02 


or most Oberlin alumni, reunion weekend is a memorable 

time. For Joanna Smith Rakoff, whose critically acclaimed 

debut novel A Fortunate Age (Scribner, 2009) centers 
around a group of recent Oberlin grads living in Brooklyn, N.Y., 
the 2009 reunion held even more meaning. 

“This is going to sound really dorky,” says Rakoff, “but my 
reunion was kind of like an Oberlin rebirth. It afforded me a 
whole new perspective on Oberlin and the way it impacted and 
really defined my life.” 

Smith Rakoff’s 15-year reunion last May was her first since 
her novel was published and subsequently reviewed in the New 
York Times Book Review and other major publications. Oberlin’s 
MindFair Books was an important stop on her tour. And then there 
were the reunion festivities, steeped in nostalgia. The experience, 
she says, chatting by phone from New York, was illuminating. 

When it came time to head home to New York, where she lives 
with her husband, Evan, son Coleman, 4, and daughter Pearl, 


almost 1, Smith Rakoff nearly cried. “We started driving out of 


town and stopped for gas, and, though my husband didn’t go to 
Oberlin, we were both kind of on the verge of tears,” she says. 

“He said to me, ‘You know, we don't really have to be back in 
New York yet. We could just turn around, see if there’s a room at 
the Oberlin Inn, and stay for a few more days.’ And so we did.” 

Non-Obie friends in New York teased her for “vacationing in 
Ohio,” but Smith Rakoff didn’t mind. Oberlin—and her experi- 
ences there—had been front and center on her mind since 2001, 
when the idea for A Fortunate Age came to her. She began a short 
story about three Obie-like 20-somethings who lived in New 
York. The story grew, along with the number of characters in it. 
“I realized after | had written 75 pages or something that this was 
not (going to be) a short story,” she says. 

Around that time, Smith Rakoff began reading Mary McCarthy's 
classic 1963 novel The Group—the satirical story of upper-class 
New England society in the 1930s that centers around eight 
Vassar graduates living in New York. The book had long been on 


her “to-read” list, and Smith Rakoff found herself struck by the 


Oo 


similarities between the experiences of McCarthy's characters and 
the experiences of her own friends and herself. 

“It set something off in me. | decided that the characters I was 
thinking about were indeed part of a novel, and that I was going 
to structure that novel as a contemporary retelling of Mary 
McCarthy's The Group.” 

But while McCarthy's characters are WASPs, Smith Rakoff’s 
main characters are all Jewish—and recognizably Oberlinian. There's 
struggling actress Emily, struggling musician Dave, would-be- 
scholar Lil, actor-on-the-rise Tal, book editor Sadie, and scholar 
Beth. Oberlin alumni will appreciate references to Wilder Bowl, 
the “Oberlin mafia” (recent Oberlin graduates who flock to cer- 
tain parts of New York), WOBC, food co-ops, and even the 
Oberlin Alumni Magazine. 

“T wanted to write a novel that would take a close look at what | 
thought of as New York’s most recent Gilded Age,” Smith Rakoff 
says. “| also wanted to write about the difficulties of trying to be 
an intellectual and maintain political ideals once you leave college.” 

That struggle, she says, seems to affect Oberlin alumni more 
profoundly than graduates of other colleges. Originally, she planned 
to have her characters be alumni of a fictional college, but later 
decided against it. 

“T thought if | read a novel about people who went to Oberlin, 
| would truly be able to understand the ways in which they are 
crushed by the real world once they enter it,” she says. 

Oberlin, she adds, draws a certain type of student: idealistic, 
intellectually curious, and open-minded young men and women 
who might not have fit in with their high school peers. “I was a 
complete outcast in high school, who found that suddenly every- 
one was like me at Oberlin. 

“College is only four years of your life, and I don’t know if this 
is true for people at other schools, but Oberlin is more intense. 


hose four years are so vivid in many ways,” she says. 


As a student, Smith Rakoff acted in theater productions, dined 
in co-ops, took studio art classes, and majored in English. She 
counts Oberlin Professor of English David Walker among her 
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mentors. “I knew Joanna as a student of drama and modern lit- 
erature, not as a creative writer, says Walker. “I got to know her 
particularly well when she studied on the Oberlin-in-London 
program with me in 1993 and proved herself a focused, lively, 
incisively intelligent member of the group.” . 

After Oberlin, Smith Rakoff earned an MA at the University 
College in London and an MFA at Columbia. Her articles and 
book reviews have appeared in the New York Times, Time Out 
New York, the Los Angeles Times, Newsday, Vogue, O: The Oprah 
Magazine, and Nextbook. Her poetry has appeared in journals 
yi 


such as the Paris Review, the Kenyon Review, Western Humanities 


Review, and Arts & Letters, and her personal essays have appeared 
in anthologies such as How to Spell Chanukah and If You Really 
Want to Hear About It: Writers on J.D. Salinger. 

For a first novel, A Fortunate Age received a lot of buzz—and 
praise. The New Yorker wrote that it “ably captures the zeitgeist, with 
venture capitalists financing magazines headed by M.L.T. prodigies 
and young people worrying about the gentrification of their Brooklyn 
neighborhoods.” Entertainment Weekly called Smith Rakoff’s 
interweaving characters and plot lines “compellingly drawn.” 

“T read it with a good deal of pleasure,” says Walker. “People 
have talked about its relation to The Group, but it actually reminded 
me of those huge Victorian novels that track a number of char- 
acters through a broad swath of social history. As a first novel it’s 
incredibly ambitious, and | was really pleased, though not sur- 
prised, to see Joanna handling her materials so expertly. And even 
though the book’s tone is sometimes sharply satirical, | thought 
her affection for Oberlin came through unmistakably strongly.” 

Her friends from Oberlin have embraced the novel. They ve 
also tried to figure out if any of the characters are based on them- 
selves or personal experiences of the author. 

“There are certainly bits of each character that resonate with 
me,” Smith Rakoff says. “In a way, all of the characters are me, 
in terms of their flaws, their personalities, and what have you. 
There are bits of things that are based on my experiences.” But the 
book, she insists, is entirely fictional. 

Her portrayal of Oberlin, however, will ring true for anyone 
who has set foot on campus. Through the years, Smith Rakoff 
particularly her 


has remained connected to her alma matter 
former Oberlin English professors. 

“I'm still quite close with some of my mentors: David Walker, 
David Young, Phillis Gorfain. They have had such a profound impact 
on the person | am today, in the things they had me read and the 
way they instructed me to look at literature and to look at the world,” 
she says. “I loved their classes, but I loved even more just know- 
ing them. | think about them a lot when I think about Oberlin.” 

Smith Rakoff is now working on a new novel about the three 
srown children of an upstate New York family. One child has sep- 
arated from her husband and moved back home; another travels 
to North Africa and finds herself in the midst of a renegade organi- 


zation: and a third travels to Germany to write about German Jewry. 


Smith Rakoff ultimately sees Oberlin in her future, as ell. “I 


| could. | would like to come back and teach at Oberlin,” she 


says, adding with a laugh, “if they would have me. @ 


Elizabeth Weinstein is assistant director of alumni outreach at Oberlin. 


Excerpt from A Fortunate Age 


“Wait,” said Sadie. “He's married? He's, like, twelve. How is he 
married?” 
“T know!” agreed Meredith. 


“He got married in college—’ Dave began. 


“In college—" cried Beth. 

“—sophomore year, so that he could live off campus—" 

“Ohhhhh.” This was not so strange. Oberlin’s housing regu- 
lations were draconian: no student could live off campus—in 
a house, rather than a college-owned dorm or co-op—until 
junior year, and even then, one had to luck into a high num- 
ber in the housing lottery. That is, unless one happened to be 
married, which no one was, of course. But every year a few stu- 
dents—those with older, cooler friends or those whose nicotine 
habit had grown too heavy to tolerate what the brochures called 
“a nonsmoking environment'—lined up potential spouses and 
begged rides to Cleveland's city hall in order to get around this 
ridiculous rule. Junior or senior year, they'd have the marriage 
annulled. Or so they said, at the outset. Their friend Josh 
Weissman, who was gay, was still officially married to a quiet 
girl named Jill Bialystock. He lived in San Francisco, she in 
Ithaca. Presumably, when Jill wanted to marry someone else (or 


Josh, if gay marriage became legal), theyd fill out all the req- 


uisite paperwork. 
“So he’s not really married,” said Lil, with a little sigh of 
relief. They were all so worried about Emily—poor, single Emil, 
—like a tribe of mother hens. Why, Dave thought, was no one 
worried about him? 
“Not really,” Dave admitted. “But sort of. He and his wife 
it's really weird to say that 


ended up getting involved.” The 
girls, in silence, exchanged a dark glance. “Their senior year, I 
think. Theyd been living together for a while—in Blue House 
—remember?” They smiled, for they did—a big, rambling house 
on North Professor. Their friend Erin had lived there senior 
year, in an attic room with a slanted ceiling. “And they got real- 
ly close. They moved to New York together.” 

“Weird,” said Meredith. 

“But kind of charming,” said Sadie, “right? Its like a roman- 
tic comedy.” 

“Green Card,” said Beth. “Meets Reality Bites.” 

“Exactly,” said Dave, who suddenly realized that he was still 
standing, and sat, too hard, down on the grass beside her. 


Joanna Smith Rakoff at MindFair Books in Oberlin last May. 


" vi Yh 
MAGA ZN NES 
a ak amalt 


cd holms 


grinning and picking 


From television to feature films, funnyman Ed Helms ’96 enjoys upending 
ideology almost as much as he enjoys playing music. 


By Dade Hayes ’93 
Photo by Nannette Bedway 


hen Ed Helms graduated from Oberlin in 1996 and set 

off to make it in show business, he arrived in the same 

daunting New York City where countless other strivers 
land every day. 

In fact, Andy Bernard, Helms’ character on The Office, might 
describe Helms’ circumstance by belting out Another Hundred 
People, Stephen Sondheim’s urban-arriviste anthem. “It’s a city of 
strangers,” goes the chorus—all of whom are scrambling for sub- 
lets, auditions, and 16mm films with the odds decidedly stacked 
against success. 

For Helms, though, New York was actually a city of familiar 
faces, despite his upbringing in Atlanta. 

“There was a mass migration of Obies to New York when | 
decided to go there,” he recalls. “I had this built-in support network 
of people who were really familiar with the city. I felt that [earli- 
er on], from the moment I arrived at Oberlin. | was awed by how 
sophisticated and mature the students from New York seemed. 
New York had always been exotic and cool to me, but I was just 
this sheltered southern boy.” 

The tight-knit New York network helped set him on the road 
to stardom but it also testifies to the Obie experience, Helms 
says. “People who meet at Oberlin just seem to stay friends. 
Among my very best friends today are guys I was at Oberlin with. 


That's pretty rare.” 
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Already well-established in popular culture, thanks to a 
bravura five-year run as a correspondent on The Daily Show, 
Helms officially entered comedy’s A-list in 2009. First came the 
end of another acclaimed season of The Office, where Andy 
Bernard remains a fixture extended well past the eight-episode 
arc originally planned for him. 

Then last June came a starring role as dentist Stu Price in the 
megahit The Hangover, a canny, bawdy mix of bro-comedy and 
procedural that became the top-grossing R-rated comedy in film 
history. [And yes, that really is a missing tooth. Helms had an 
implant removed for the part. | 

Taking a break from shooting The Office and a raft of film 
projects, Helms retraced his path from dorm to trailer at Finney 
Chapel on September 12 with a lively show that featured sever- 
al musical interludes: his imitation of Elton John singing and 
playing piano, a rambling tour through a sone-by new age artist 
Yanni, and a semi-reunion of his Oberlin-era bluegrass band 
Weedkiller, featuring two pick-up members and thus dubbed 
the Roundups. His appearance was part of the college's ongoing 
Convocation Series. 

But before he could begin his talk, there was a little legal mat- 
ter to clear up. Just as President Krislov was about to introduce 
Helms to a capacity crowd—which had already greeted the celeb 
with thunderous applause—college security officer Gary Kriesen 
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approached with a file folder supposedly containing scores of 
unpaid parking tickets and various fines. In the midst of the gag, 
Helms looked at Kriesen and said “I remember you. You ruined 
my parties.” The audience roared. 

Helms kept them laughing with Oberlin-specitic observations 
and commentary, including a riff about a few things that Oberlin 
got wrong. “Oberlin’s motto is ‘Learning and Labor,” he said, jok- 
ing, “both of which suck.” Oberlin also “really messed up in the 
mascot department.” And he referred to the architecture of 
South Hall as “something out of 1972 Moscow.” 

Though Helms admits to not agreeing with much Republican 
philosophy, he did opine that “If you're a Republican at Oberlin, 
you're a badass.” He also asked, “Why do co-ops smell so bad? 


They've got this weird, garlicky funk.” 


for someone whose stock in Hollywood has risen so sharply, 


Helms remains incredibly affable and self-deprecating about 
what he calls his “bonkers” year. Unlike a lot of comedians, 
he’s not afraid to not to be “on.” He expresses disarmingly earnest 
thoughts about his time at Oberlin and a range of topics. 
“There is just a tremendous amount of intellectual curiosity 


on campus, and that’s something I value,’ he muses. “I've always 


Ed Helms meets with members of an Oberlin ExCo class called The Office: Awesome 
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liked being around people who are passionate and interested in 
what's going on in the world.” 

Helms was active on campus, spending a year on the swim 
team, singing in the Obertones a cappella group, and performing 
with the improv troupe Primitive Streak. As he began to feel 
his artistic oats, either on the banjo as part of Weedkiller or 
doing improv or by directing short films, a powerful force of 
opposition presented itself. 

“In the time I was there, politically correct activity was peak- 
ing,” he says. “There was a real sense of institutional insecurity. 
It preyed on people's insecurity and fostered timidity. At some 
point the ethos of PC had gone all the way around the circle and 
come back to Puritanism.” 

There was an upside to the limitations, though. 

“I enjoy expressing antipathy toward dogma,” Helms says. “A 
big part of my work at The Daily Show was undermining ideology.” 

There were quite a few steps between the PC mid-90s and 
the polished performer who will forever live in Daily Show fans’ 
memory for the hidden camera he deployed for a segment on 
Speedos in Cape May, N.J. 


Helms, having designed an independent major called Film 


Theory and Technology, dreamed of becoming a director. He 


remembers former film studies professor Dan Goulding as “the 


. 
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Tom Wolfe of Oberlin—this larger-than-life character” who stoked 
his enthusiasm. 

He spent one semester focusing on film at NYU and “basically 
spent a semester (his senior year) commuting to Akron” to borrow 
a filmmaker’s flatbed editing system. Short films shot at such sig- 
nature Oberlin locations as The Feve coffeehouse soon followed. 

While working at a post-production house in New York, 
Helms’ versatile baritone got him some voiceover work on the 
side. The side gigs soon became full time, and about five years 
after graduation, Helms beat out 300 other hopefuls for a spot on 
The Daily Show. 

One constant in all of Helms’ work has been music. He has 
injected it to great effect into many of his performances, notably 
Stu the dentist, who takes solace in being able to sit at a grand 
piano in The Hangover. “Stu’s Song’—improvised by Helms on 
set and shot in four or five takes on a lark at director Todd 
is a simple lament that lasts barely a minute. 


Philips’ insistence 
“What do tigers dream of when they take a little tiger 
snooze?” it begins as Stu serenades a tranquilized tiger in the 


tion talk, Helms showed up for a late-night blue 


rass jam session on the pore h of lank Hall, his former co-op 


\fter his Convoca 
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hotel suite. “Do they dream of mauling zebras or Halle Berry in 
her Catwoman suit?” 
The song not only proves an unlikely showstopper onscreen, 
but for anyone who knows Helms as an Obie, it fits perfectly. 
“Music is a big part of my life,” Helms says, “and I don't think 


any other place does music like Oberlin does.” 


Dade Hayes is a writer and senior VP focused on corporate enter- 
tainment at Rubenstein Communications in New York. Additional 
reporting for this story was provided by Jeff Hagan '86. 


Special thanks to Oberlin Director of Libraries Ray English for 
allowing OAM to carefully remove a womb chair from the library. 
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Vote for Alumni-Elected Trustee 


Polls Are.Open: 


Il Oberlin graduates are eligible to cast a vote for an alumni-elected trustee, a tradition that dates back to 
1878. Oberlin is unusual among liberal arts colleges in that six of the 34 seats on its Board of Trustees are 
filled through direct election by alumni. As alumni, therefore, we have a unique opportunity to ensure that 
the Board of Trustees includes members who will be mindful of the traditions and heritage of the institution while 
implementing the important fiduciary responsibilities that are incumbent upon any member of any board. 

Your vote in this election, a choice between two amazingly talented, dedicated, and enormously respected can- 
didates, presents an important opportunity to participate in one of the most enduring and important roles that we 
as alumni can play. Even if you believe that both candidates are qualified for a position on the board, and 
will serve Oberlin College well in the coming years, please take the time to review their credentials and 
vote. It costs nothing, but has immense value. 

The candidates for this fall's election are Alan W. Houseman '65, director of the Center for Law and Social 
Policy since 1982, and Molly Horst Raphael '67, who has served in urban public libraries for 40 years. The alum- 
ni trustee elected this fall will serve a six-year term, beginning July 1, 2010. 


The candidates’ responses to the question, “What is your vision for Oberlin College?” appear below. For much 


more about the candidates, and their responses to additional questions, visit www.oberlin.edu/alumni. 


—Chuck Spitulnik '73, Chair, Trustee Search Committee 


Alan W. Houseman ’65 


Alan Houseman ‘65 has been executive director of the 
Center for Law and Social Policy (CLASP) since 1982, 
promoting policies to improve the lives of low-income 
people. His work focuses on anti-poverty strategies and 
civil legal assistance in the U.S., particularly on lead- 
ing national efforts to strengthen federal legal aid. He 
is active in the National Legal Aid and Defender 
Association and the American Bar Association, served 


as staff to the ABA Presidential Commission on Access 
to Justice, and headed the Legal Services Corporation 
Review Team for President Obama’s transition team. 
Author of numerous articles on legal services, poverty 
law advocacy, and welfare policies, he has also headed 
projects on Russian rule of law and is the U.S. represen- 
tative to the International Legal Aid Group. He lives in 
Washington, DC, with his wife, Susan. 


What is your vision for Oberlin College? 

Over its 176-year history, Oberlin College has achieved aca- 
demic and musical excellence in its students and faculty 
while fostering effective engagement of its students and 
alumni in improving the larger society. | envision a college 
and conservatory that improves upon these two fundamental 
goals and moves Oberlin higher in the very top-tier liberal 
arts colleges and musical conservatories. 

In my vision, Oberlin educates its students so that they 
gain the skills of creative thought and analysis, have knowl- 
edge of the broad range of human thought and creativity, 
acquire expertise in one or more chosen areas of endeavor, 
and develop the tools and discipline for advanced study and 
lifelong learning. | want to see an Oberlin that fosters 
creativity in academics, art, music, or other endeavors. | 
want to see an Oberlin that is highly diverse and expands the 
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social awareness and social responsibility of its students to 
make society better, while encouraging their social and 
emotional development and their physical and mental 
well-being. 

Achieving this vision requires extraordinary leadership by 
the president and his team, the involvement and active par- 
ticipation of the entire Oberlin community, past and present, 
and effective communications initiatives and critical support 
by the Board of Trustees. Achieving this vision also requires 
that Oberlin improve its already exceptional physical plant 
and ensure that it is environmentally sustainable. 

Finally, achieving this vision requires that we generate 
adequate and secure funding through every available source. 


Molly Horst Raphael ’67 


Molly Horst Raphael ’67 served in urban public libraries 


for 40 years. Her 33 years of leadership at the District of | 


Columbia Public Library culminated in her appointment 
as library director in 1997. During more than two decades 
in senior management positions, Raphael played a sig- 
nificant role in transforming DC’s public libraries to 
embrace the digital age and become centers supporting 
neighborhood development. In 2003, she was recruited 
to lead the award-winning Multnomah County Library in 
Portland, Oregon. During her tenure, she increased diver- 
sity in library employment and collections, expanded 
programming for cultural minorities, and was awarded 
Multnomah County’s Arthur Flemming Civil Rights Award. 
Raphael has held numerous leadership positions in the 
American Library Association and has served on several 
nonprofit boards. She lives in Portland, Oregon, with her 


husband, Ted. 
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What is your vision for Oberlin College? 

Many small liberal arts colleges are struggling to survive; yet 
Oberlin’s outlook is relatively stable. Why is that? | believe 
it is a combination of sound budgetary and investment man- 
agement as well as visionary leadership, grounded in 
Oberlin’s unique place among institutions of higher education. 
Oberlin’s commitment to inclusiveness, based not only on 
race and ethnicity but also on an unusually strong commit- 
ment to need-based financial aid, places it in a special 
position. Oberlin’s longstanding commitment to academic 
excellence, coupled with its active integration of music and 
the arts, positions the college and conservatory to attract tal- 
ented and creative students and faculty. In addition, Oberlin 
leads by recognizing the importance of domestic and global 
outreach as well as stewardship of the environment. 

My vision embraces all parts of the Oberlin community— 
students, faculty, staff, alumni, and the wider community 
committed to the importance of an Oberlin education. We 
can enhance the excellent collaborations that Oberlin has 
developed to bring its core values to places far beyond a 
small Ohio town. We must, however, commit ourselves to 
doing all that we can to bring Oberlin’s ideals for equality of 
access to the campus as well as the world. Oberlin’s unique 
legacy means that it must continue to expand its financial 
resources in order to guarantee that its core values remain at 
the heart of the Oberlin experience. If we can prepare stu- 
dents to address our global challenges, then Oberlinians will 
continue to be agents of positive change. 


To vote for an alumni-elected trustee, 
complete the election ballot at 
www.oberlin.edu/alumni/ (follow the 
trustee election link). Any Oberlin 
graduate who has not received either 
a paper or electronic ballot should call the 
Alumni Office at (440) 775-8692. 


Voting deadline is November 25. 


Hurry! 


Just Days Left to Vote! 


Nw 


NI 


ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ES AWARDS 


ach year, the Oberlin Alumni Association recognizes alum- 
ni whose achievements or contributions to Oberlin and/or 
society are considered exceptional. ‘Ten such alumni were 
honored in September during the Alumni Association's fall dinner 
and awards ceremony. All alumni are encouraged to nominate 
outstanding classmates for consideration for these annual awards. 

The Association's highest honor, the Alumni Medal, is present- 
ed each spring at commencement. Recognizing outstanding, sus- 
tained, and unique service to Oberlin, this year the Alumni Medal 
was awarded to Roberta Scheff Maneker '57 of New York. 

As a student at Oberlin, majoring in religion and English 
literature, Roberta was a member of varied organizations— 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 
Social 


Board, the Student Faculty 


the Mummers, the 
Committee, the Young Demo- 
crats, and Phi Beta Kappa. An 
active alumna, she has served 
Trustees, 


on the Board of 


as president of the Alumni 


the presidential search com- 
mittee that selected Nancy 
Dye. Closer to home, Roberta 
has conducted admissions inter- 
views and served as chair of the 
regional club of New York. 


Professionally, Roberta has 
had a successful career as a marketing and public relations exec- 
utive and freelance writer. She served as vice president of com- 
munications at Direct Marketing Association from 1983 to 1987 
and as senior vice president of corporate Communications. at 
Christie's from 1987 to 1994. She has written for Arts & Antiques 
Magazine, Traditional Home, New York Magazine, and Christie's 
International Magazine. 

Roberta donated her editing expertise to Oberlin in 1999 by 
serving as editor of In Their Shadow, In Their Light, a book that 
detailed the personal connections between Oberlin alumni and 
the professors who deeply affected their lives. She also chaired 
her 50th reunion gift committee, which raised $6.7 million to 
create the 1957 Distinguished Professorship Award to recog- 
nize and reward non-tenured faculty for outstanding contribu- 
tions to undergraduate education. From 2002 to 2006, she 
served the Allen Memorial Art Museum as chair of the visiting 
committee; she continues to serve as a member. 

In presenting her with the Alumni Medal, Alumni Association 
President Bill Hilton ’65 noted, “Roberta has given much of her- 
self to her alma mater. With this award your fellow alumni say 
thank you for 50-plus years of exceptional service and a career 
that exemplifies the best of Oberlin.” 


Nw 
oO 


Association, and as a member of 


The Alumni Association presented its other top awards during the 
annual meeting of the Alumni Council in September. 


arning the 2009 Distinguished Achievement Award was 

Thomas Frieden ’82, the former New York City health 

commissioner who, last June, was named director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

As New York's top health official, Tom designed a citywide sys- 
tem for surveying public health and took major steps to curb what 
he saw as public health dangers: tobacco addiction, alcohol 
dependency, high cholesterol, high blood 
pressure, and risky sexual behavior. He 
launched an anti-tobacco initiative that 
raised taxes and prohibited smoking in 
practically all workplaces, including 
restaurants and bars. He promoted con- 
doms for safe sex and clean syringes for 
drug users. In 2005 he asked New York 
City restaurants to voluntarily remove 
trans-fats from their menus; in 2007 the 
city began requiring large chain restaurants, such as McDonald's 
and Burger King, to prominently display calorie information. With 
an MD and a master’s degree in public health from Columbia 
University, Tom spent a yearlong fellowship at Yale studying infec- 
tious diseases, and he has established hundreds of tuberculosis 
clinics for the World Health Organization in India. 

Tom was granted the Distinguished Achievement Award not 
only for his exceptional work in New York, but also as a medical 
officer for the World Health Organization, as director of the Bureau 
of Tuberculosis Control in New York, and as a supervisory med- 


ical officer for the CDC. 


n years past, Oberlin’s Distinguished Service Award was meant 

to recognize outstanding and sustained service to the Alumni 

Association. Beginning in 2009, the 
award was altered to acknowledge individ- 
uals who have led lives of service to their 
communities or wider world. 

The 2009 Distinguished Service Award 
was presented to Mary Durling 57 for 
her sustained contributions and service 
to the Oberlin community and Oberlin 
College. The nomination form submitted 


on her behalf reads, in part, “Mary has 
served tirelessly from 1960 to the present. [She has] focused on 
improving the quality of the Oberlin experience in the college, the 
conservatory, and the community. 

Mary, who served on the Oberlin City Council from 1990 to 
1994, worked with or served on the boards of Leadership Lorain 
County, the Lorain County Visitors Bureau, the Oberlin Rotary 
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Club, the Lorain County Urban League, the Oberlin 
Library Building Committee, the United Way, and more. She was 
also project director of the Great Bandstand Design Competition; 
the Clark Bandstand is an Oberlin icon in Tappan Square. Now 


Public 


retired and living in Vermont, she and her husband, Doug Kurtz, 
enjoy welcoming Oberlin classmates and friends for visits. 
awards 


ew to the 


roster this the Alumni 
Appreciation Award, previously known as the Certificate 
of Appreciation. This year's recipient, Diana Chapin 


Helper 53, is an active alumna in Denver 


year 1s 


who has served as an admissions repre- 
sentative for many years. She arranged 
space for conservatory auditions (includ- 
ing finding a permanent home for them), 
is active with the Colorado regional 
club, and now serves as editor of the 
Colorado Alumni Newsletter. 

Diana claims that she was “born to be 
an Oberlinian,’ since her mother, Priscilla 
Lloyd Chapin ‘25, and aunt were alumnae. She believes strongly 
that “the more students we encourage to go to Oberlin, the more 
alumni we will have—and the better the world will be!” She and 
her husband, John, have been married for 53 years. 


ach year, staff members in the Office of Admissions, the 

Alumni Fund, and the Alumni Office have the chance to 

recognize additional volunteers for their outstanding 
efforts on behalf of Oberlin. 

This year, Barb Distler ’84 was honored for her work as class 
president in organizing a memorable class reunion. She was 
determined to infuse the weekend with a 
mix of fun and traditional events that her 
classmates would recognize from earli- 
er reunions—such as a midnight break- 
fast—plus new events that reflected the 
landmark of a 25th reunion, such as a 
class memorial and a panel discussion 
titled “Looking Back, Looking Forward.” 
Following the reunion, several members 
of the Class of 1984 said they felt a very 


special bond with each other, thanks to Barb’s efforts. 

The Alumni Fund staff faced a tough choice in considering 
whom to recognize as Volunteers of the Year, as so many class 
agents are hard-working and ardent 
supporters of the But 
Suzanne and Craig Richmond, 
both ’56, stood out for their incred- 


ible teamwork, excellent communi- 


school. 


cation skills, and devotion to all- 
things Oberlin. More so, they do 
the work with joy and a_ positive 
approach. Married for more than 
50 years, Craig and Suzanne 
live in Cincinnati and return to 


Oberlin whenever possible. 


Fat 2009 


Honored for their work as regional coordinators were 
Marybeth Bridegam ’57 and Harry Lavo ’61, co-chairs of the 
Western New England Club for seven years. Both have hosted 
numerous marquee events, from this summer's Tanglewood wine 
and cheese reception, attended by President Krislov, to many 
smaller gatherings over the years. Neither was able to return for 
Alumni Council Weekend, so they were presented their awards at 
a gathering of the Western New England club in October. “We 
have greatly enjoyed the opportunity to be with so many terrific 
Oberlin folk during that time,” Marybeth said. 


Also honored in September were retiring members of the Alumni 
Council's executive board: Carl McDaniel ’64, Michael 
Sculnick ’72, and Phil Thomas ’50. 


DISTINGUISHED Music EDUCATION AWARD 

onored with the Distinguished Music Education Alumni 

Award was Marsha Kindall-Smith ’66, who returned to 

campus in September as a guest of the conservatory’s 
music education division. A vocal music teacher in public, private, 
urban, and suburban schools in the Boston 
area, Marsha spent 12 years in the 
Wellesley schools, where she developed a 
keyboard lab and directed children’s cho- 
ruses in performance venues ranging from 
festivals to colleges. 

As the K-12 coordinator of performing 
arts in the Brookline schools, Marsha pro- 
vided music teachers for kindergarten 
classes and established and directed an 
intergenerational choir. As an assistant professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, she developed a partnership with the 
Milwaukee Public Schools’ music department and created a men- 
toring course for beginning music teachers. She holds a degree in 
music education and piano performance from Oberlin, a master’s 
degree in music education and piano pedagogy from Ohio State 
University, and an education degree from Boston University. She 
retired from teaching in June 2008. 


Meret New ALUMNI ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
wan Vanderpool Robinson ’83, a longtime member of the 
Alumni Council, began a two-year term as president of the 
Alumni Association in September. 

She replaces outgoing president Bill 

Hilton 65, who will serve another year on 

the executive board. 

Dwan, who lives in Columbus, Ohio, is 

a visiting faculty member at Michigan 

State University College of Education in 

the K-12 unit of educational administra- 

tion. She earned her PhD in 2008 at the 


Ohio State University College of Educa- 


tion in educational policy and leadership. She is married to Jon 


Tracy Robinson ‘83 and has two sons, Jacob and Jonathan. 


Oberlin 


Mary Novotny Blair was honored with a serv- 
ice award in May from the Champaign County 
Design and Conservation Foundation in Urbana, 
Ill. A retired children’s librarian, Mary has been 
long active in the League of Women Voters and 


community planning organizations. 
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Marjorie “Woody” 


Lagemann_ Snodgrass 


reports that moving to Brooksby Retirement 


Village in Peabody, Mass., has provided an active 
life closer to three of her four daughters. She 
and her husband, Dr. Philip Snodgrass, lived in 


Indianapolis for 32 years, 


Judy Phillips directed a performance last May 


of the Golden Gate Flute Quartet at the 
Piccolo Pavilion in Corte Madera, Calif.. a pro- 
gram that included music from Purcell to The 


Girl from Ipanema 


New Happenings in the Oberlin Community ¢ Fall 2009 


Robert Fay is the co- 


author of a new textbook, 
General Chemistry: Atoms 
First (Prentice Hall). Bob is 
a professor emeritus in the 
department of chemistry 
and chemical biology at 


Cornell University. 


Karl F. Stephens has published Neither the 


Charm Nor the Luck, a biography of American 
Revolutionary War Major-General John 
Sullivan. It’s available through Outskirts Press. 


W: OutskirtsPress.com. 


® Kathleen Drucker Spivack writes, “This 


past year my man friend, Joe Murray, and | put 
on a daylong benefit for the Grolier Bookshop, 


the oldest poetry bookshop in the U.S. It was 


The Alumni Association welcomed 56 sons and 


a number that 


daughters of Oberlin graduates 
represents sizable growth from five years ago, 
when the figure was 32—into the Class of 2013 
this fall. President Marvin Krislov and Alumni 
Association Executive Director Danielle Young 
enthusiastically greeted the group at an 
Orientation Week luncheon in August, where 
alumni parents represented classes from 1971 


through 1993. The students and their families 


came together for this photo afterward. 


a wonderful success. The Grolier made some 
money, and almost 400 poets representing the 
multicultural richness of New England got to 
read their works aloud.” Kathleen’s work, which is 
widely published, has won numerous awards. Her 


newest book is titled Moments of Past Happiness. 


David Hersey was nominated for a 2009 Tony 
Award tor best lighting design for his work on 
Equus. David, who has designed the lighting for 
more than 250 plays, musicals, operas, and bal- 
lets, has earned Tony awards for Evita, Cats, and 
Les Misérables. © Barbara Keish and Todd 
Endo °63, along with ‘Todd's wife, Paula, were 
honored by Arlington County, Va., with the Ellen 
M. Bozman Lifetime Achievement Award for 


their community work. 


New address! Send news and 
photos to: OAM, 247 W. Lorain St.. 
Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074 
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Clare Payne, for the past 10 years, has worked 


as a college admissions advisor, helping high 
school students in the Sacramento area find 
the right college and guiding them through the 
application process. She developed the College 
Caddy, an organizer for college-bound students, 
which she has published and markets nation- 
wide. She fills her spare time running the golf 
education program for her local chapter of 
the Executive Women’s Golf Association. 


W: www.collegecaddy.com. ¢ Annie Shaver- 


Crandell exhibited new artwork at PaulaBarr 
Chelsea, a New York gallery, in a show called 
The Bond Chronicles: New Paintings. W: 


www.annieshavercrandell.com. 


@® Kenneth Weiss recently published, with 
coauthor Anne Buchanan, a book on genetics in 
evolution and development 
called The Mermaid’ Tale: 
Four Billion 


Cooperation in the Making 


Years of 


of Living Things (Harvard 
University Press). Among 
other things, the authors 
challenge the stress placed 
on natural selection and competition in under- 


standing the nature of life. 


Margaret Holbrook has published The 
Emperor's New Clothes: Why Child Protective 


Services Don't Work. E: mahauthor@gmail.com. 


Frederick Kettering has 


published Divine Company: 


FT Kotter 


Brilliant Gods 


Invitations (CreateSpace), 
the first of five books 
celebrating the gods and 
goddesses of Olympus. ¢ 
Carolyn Doggett Smith 


has published her second 


Kettering 


historical novel, In the Tales of the Bards: A 
Novel of 


attempt by the British tribes, led by Boadicea, to 


oman Britain, which relays the 


drive the Roman occupiers from their land. A: 
c7 
46 Bell Hollow Rd., Putnam Valley, NY 10579 


P. 845-526-3492, © ® Franklin Toker has a 
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inside the alumni association 


such Gifts 


have been tempted in recent weeks to believe that my service 

to the Oberlin Alumni Association was concluded during Alumni 

Council Weekend in September with the transition of the pres- 
idency to Dwan Vanderpool Robinson '83. E-mail doesn’t allow 
such an indulgence for long. Today, however, | am reflecting on 
an existential level, and | feel that an Oberlin education tries very 
hard not to let go of me, whether | am currently “active” or not. 

Save one regional event in the 1980s, | had no involvement in 
our alumni organization until 1995, when | attended my 30th 
reunion. Since then, | have willingly let our alma mater “get a 
hold of me.” Since | ceased resistance, | have engaged joyously 
in renewal of acquaintance with Oberlin and with a part of myself 
largely dormant for 30 years. My very personal highlight reel includes these “holds.” 

During Alumni Council Weekend, | actually toured the skeletal structure that will be our 
Alumni Center by next spring. Lots of us have had a hand in this, but there would not be an East 
College Street development for the center had it not been for the fortitude and vision of three 
alumni who are the principals of Sustainable Community Associates. 

My younger, but retired brother recently returned to campus for the first time since he gradu- 
ated—renewing acquaintances with several faculty members who modeled the way for him so 
many years ago. Several years ago, a girlfriend from my junior year had a warm hug for me upon 
a chance meeting during Council Weekend, and | have enjoyed e-mail contact with another for- 
mer girlfriend for the first time since | graduated. I’ve renewed acquaintances with many class- 
mates who have lived rich, remarkable lives all over the planet. 

Seldom in my life have | worked with so capable and dedicated a group as the Alumni-Elected 
Trustee Search Committee, on which | served several years ago. This was due in part to the lead- 
ership of two wonderfully gifted chairs but equally to all members who strove to improve both 
process and results of nominating outstanding alumni to serve on the board. Similarly, the search 
committee for the association's executive director was a joy for me, too, though we met many 
times by phone but only once in person. Our selection has proven to be excellent, | believe. 

| might go on with these reflections and bore you, my readers, for | trust | am reflecting some- 
thing of your experiences in connecting with Oberlin and its alumni. If you have fallen to reading 
this but have not been involved with the association or its members recently, | hope you'll give in 
to whatever hold Oberlin has on you and take a plunge. | cannot imagine your not being rewarded. 


Bill Hilton ’65 
Past President, Oberlin Alumni Association 


Da Capo: COLLEGIUM Musicum, 1989-2009: 
A Reunion and Concert Celebrating Steven Plank’s 20th Anniversary 
as Director of Collegium Musicum Oberliniense 
FEBRUARY 19-20, 2010 


If you sang under the baton of Professor Plank during your Oberlin days, your 


presence is requested at a celebratory weekend marking his 20th anniversary as director 


of Oberlin’s preeminent early music choral ensemble. For more information, please call 


the Oberlin Alumni Association at 440-775-8692, or visit www.oberlin.edu/alumni. 


ad 
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new book about Pennsylvania’s second-largest 
city, Pittsburgh: A New Portrait (University of 
Pittsburgh Press). The author is a professor 
of the history of art and architecture at the 
University of Pittsburgh and a past president of 


the Society of Architectural Historians. 


® Lisa Tracy has written two books since leav- 


ing the Philadelphia Inquirer in 2005. Objects of 


Our Affection, “a sort of meditation on why the 
stuff we own is so hard to get rid of,” according 
to Lisa, will be published by Random House in 
March 2010. Muddy Waters: The Legacy of Katrina 
and Rita was published by the American Public 
Health Association in 2006. Lisa, who edits a 
local environmental guide, “loves living in the 


Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia.” 


Les Leopold, “in his dotage,” he says, has writ- 
ten another book, The Looting of America: How 
Wall Street's Game of Fantasy Finance Destroyed 
our Jobs, Pensions and Prosperity and What We 
Can Do About It (Chelsea Green Publishing, 
2009). It was “blurbed” by Robert Krulwich '69 


and Robert Kuttner '65. E: LesLeopold@aol.com. 


® See This Sign? © 


If so, you are reading an excerpt of a 
class note that was posted to OBIEWeb. 
To read the author’s full class note, log 
on to OBIEWeb at 
www.oberlin.edu/alumni. 
Follow the links from the 
“Keep in Touch” bar in 
the upper left corner. Q2EEEREEYE 
To join OBIEWeb, go ey 
to the MyOBIEWeb box and Pe 
click on “register to access the commu- 
nity” (it’s free). You'll need your Oberlin 
ID number, which appears above your 
name on the address label of this mag- 
azine. Please direct questions to 
alumni@oberlin.edu or (440) 775-8692. 


® Connie Springer inter- 
viewed and photographed 
28 active people in their 90s 
and has created an exhibit 
called Positively Ninety: 
Interviews with Lively 


Nonagenarians. Supported 


Springer 


by a City of Cincinnati 
Individual Artist's Grant, the exhibition of pho- 
tographs and narratives was on display at the 
Hyde Park Health Center last spring. ¢ ® Anne 
Blodgett Taub writes, “We purchased a 10.2- 
acre farm here in Homeworth (Ohio) and plan 
to sell vegetables at the local Alliance Farmer's 
Market as well as eggs and possibly chickens in 
the area. | have retired from my job at the 


University of California.” 


® Fred _ Fisher is an architect whose recent 
work includes Sherrerd Hall at Princeton Uni- 
versity and the Annenberg Community Beach 
House for the city of Santa Monica, which was 
awarded a 2009 Westside Prize from the 
Westside Urban Forum and a 2009 Regional 
Award in Rehabilitation/Renovation/Restoration 
from the Western Pacific Region of the Design 
suild Institute of America. His firm’s newly 
completed Denver location of Houston’s Restau- 
rant won a 2009 Restaurant Design Award from 
the American Institute of Architects Los Angeles 
Chapter. e Janet Heller, who teaches in the 
English department and the gender and 
womens studies program at Western Michigan 
University in Kalamazoo, is president of the 
Michigan College English Association. Her 
book for children about bullying, How the Moon 
Regained Her Shape (Sylvan Dell, 2006), was one 
of five finalists for the 2009 Patricia Gallagher 
Picture Book Award of the Oregon Reading 
Association. E: janet.heller@wmich.edu. ¢ ® 


Naomi _Nemtzow writes, “l am happily busy, 


getting ready for my first trip to China. I'll be vis- 
iting my daughter Alexandra Casanave ‘10, who 
is studying Mandarin in 
Beijing with the CET pro- 
gram. I'l also be traveling to 
Xian with one of my former 
students who is Chinese. At 
home in Brooklyn, N.Y., | 
love my work with students 


at Polytechnic Institute of 


New York University. | continue to paint 
1 ” ] 
and show my work at Bowery Gallery.” W: 


www.bowerygallery.org. 


@ Michele Vulgaris DeShaw says June 6 has 


new meaning as “D-Day’—it’s now known as 


Defense Day, the day she defended her disserta- 
tion, “Trust, Collegiality, and Community,” about 
trust and the working relationships among 
teachers in small learning community within a 
large comprehensive high school. Michele 
graduated June 7 with an EdD from Lewis 
and Clark College in Portland, Ore. “What | 
do next is anyone's guess. For now, | will con- 
tinue as the principal of a small alternative high 
school that | am pleased to say is a real learning 
community, she writes. © @® John Reiss has 
worked at the University of Florida's Institute for 
Child Health Policy since 1986. His work focus- 
es on improving health service and related sup- 
ports for adolescents and young adults with 
chronic health conditions and disabilities. His 
daughter, Molly, received her MD at the 
University of Florida and is going into pediatrics; 


his son, Alex, is at Oberlin, Class of 2012. 


@® Judith Grubner and Craig Jobson are enjoy- 
ing their grandson, Caleb James Jobson, born 
February 2, 2008, in Chicago. Judith has joined 
Arnstein & Lehr as a partner in its business organ- 
izations and transactions, intellectual property, 
and litigation practice groups in Chicago. She 


had been with Michael Best & Friedrich LLP. 


® Susan DeJarnatt writes, “Here are the 


basics: I remarried in 1995 to Peter Schneider, a 
lawyer with Community Legal Services. We have 
a 13-year-old son, Rafi, who is finishing eighth 
grade. My daughter, Max, finished her BFA at 
Tyler and is living in Brooklyn. | have been 
teaching at Temple Law School since 1996 and 
really enjoy life in academia. | get to go to Rome 
with the Temple summer program fairly often 
and have fallen in love with Italy.” e ® Martha 
Nace Johnson, vice president of culture at 
Computer Sciences Corporation in Falls Church, 
Va., says she is still “slightly stunned that the 
White House has nominated me to be the 


administrator of the General Services Adminis- 
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Globetrotting Filmmaker Norma Percy 63 Returns to Campus 


elebrated documentary filmmaker Norma 

Percy 63 travels the globe for her films 

but felt quite at home when screening 
her three-part documentary, /ran and the 
West, for two nights on campus this fall. 

Percy is one of the United Kingdom’s pre- 
mier documentarians, the go-to filmmaker for 
major events in world news. “Every significant 
international story seems to have its Percy 
film,” wrote the U.K. newspaper The Guardian 
in a gushing editorial last February when /ran 
and the West began airing on the BBC. “Her 
documentaries stand out for their seriousness,” the article continued, 
“but most of all for the extraordinary range of people who agree to appear 
on them. These programs do not depend on one celebrity autobiography, 
or a handful of journalistic talking heads: they interrogate players from all 
sides with a respect for complexities that demands concentration.” 

For Percy, who has lived in England since departing Oberlin for 
the London School of Economics, the visit had the feel of a warm home- 
coming. 

“| loved my visit,” she wrote in an e-mail to OAM. “It was the same 
place in lots of ways that mattered: from the look and smell of the co-op 
kitchen, to the students who instantly ‘got’ my supposedly difficult Iran TV 


series, to snatching the last Indian summer sun 
in Tappan Square between lectures, and the 
amazing absence of traffic. 

“It was so familiar; | kept thinking the 
group of students outside Wilder were my 
friends Raye, Peter, Steve, and Bill—or the 
stooped chap crossing the road was Mr. 
Lanyi,’ she continued, referring to “the” 
George Lanyi—the government professor from 
Budapest who was mentor and family member 
to a generation of government honors students. 

Percy was pleased to see that Oberlin is 

“still a haven for cosmopolitan scholars,” noting visiting professor and 
former Iranian UN Ambassador Jafar Mahallati, whom she first met in 
Tehran. “Talking to him and to his comparative religion class really felt 
like Oberlin.” 

But not everything was the same for Percy. She noted the sale of alco- 
holic beverages at Gibson’s, the victory of an Oberlin sports team over 
Ohio State (“my cousin Becca Mann's ’11 rugby team”), and “a charming 
college president who rides a bike and knows the students. 

“Despite the improvements, I’m delighted it’s recognizably the 
same place.” 

—Jeff Hagan 


tration.” She and husband Steve are “busy with 
the garden, church, community.” © ® Cameron 
Kotler Sawzin writes, “Oberlin taught me 
how important and powerful communities are. | 
bought a wonderful loft in the Boston Seaport/ 
Fort Point Channel district. Fort Point is a small 
‘Village’ bursting with creative energy, talent, and 


personalities, much like Oberlin!” 


® Deborah Krupp Ketai writes, “After 10 
years as a full-time musician and nearly 20 as a 
consultant, I've learned to see the silver lining in 
periods of unemployment.” 
In this case, she says, the 
fact that she was between 
assignments meant she was 
able to attend her reunion. 
* ® Richard Sussman 
writes, “During the spring of 


1973, David Plaut and his 


Fatt. 2009 


then girlfriend, Sally Fessler 76, arranged for me 
to live in Israel in 1973-74. Little did we know 
that | would arrive a week before the start of the 
Yom Kippur War. Having applied for conscien- 
tious objector status while attending Oberlin, 
my spontaneous decision to remain and support 
the Israeli civilian war effort was quite a turn- 
around. The experience transformed my spiritu- 
al and political relationship with the lands of 
Israel/Palestine forever. | never contacted David 
or Sally to thank them. After reading of David's 
untimely death in last winter's alumni magazine, 
| had to contact Sally. | found her in Durham, 
ill tt. 
had a wonder-filled reunion at the Metropolitan 


Opera in a rs 


® William Hogeland published Inventing 


American History (Boston Review Books/MI] 


and on March 12, we, with our families, 


Press, 2009), a book of essays on falsification in 


public and pop history. Bill also contributed a 
chapter on insurrections to the forthcoming 
Blackwell's Companion to American Military 
History. His next book is under contract to 


Simon & Schuster. 


Lori_ Ginzberg recently published Elizabeth 


Cady Stanton: An American Life (Farrar, Straus, 
2009). 


Giroux, A professor of history and 


women’s studies at Penn State University, Lori 


has also written Untidy Origins: A Story of 


Woman's Rights in Antebellum New York. She 


E-mail your news and 


high-resolution digital images to 


alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 


a 
WwW 


Dan Edge 


Jim Margolis '78 brings Passion for Politics to Campus 


hough the Monday-night speech was 
billed as “President Obama’s Journey to 
the White House and the Current Health 
Care Debate,” it contained about 95 percent the 
former and 5 percent the latter. Not that the 
100 or so students and handful of others who 
showed up for the lecture in October minded. 

The speaker was Jim Margolis '78, a senior 
partner at the political consulting firm GMMB 
and a senior strategist for Barack Obama’s 
presidential campaign. 

Margolis told tales from the trail of a cam- 
paign that broke new ground historically and tactically. He also recalled 
some of the campaign’s most inspirational moments and most important 
innovations, particularly its embrace of new technology. 

“This campaign could not have been waged even 10 years ago,” said 
Margolis. He proved his point with one slide in his presentation: In 2004, 
Facebook was only narrowly available, MySpace was just launched, and 
YouTube didn’t exist. It was the power of such social networking that the 
Obama campaign anticipated, harnessed, and fine-tuned to electoral pol- 
itics perfection. 

“We met the voters where they were,” Margolis said. That meant every- 
thing from going to states many Democrats ignored—what Margolis calls 


“expanding the map”—to developing smart 
phone apps to allow volunteers from anywhere 
to call into targeted states—on their own 
time, yes, but also on their own dimes. 

Margolis provided intriguing insight about 
what went into some of the tactical decisions 
the campaign made, such as having Obama's 
convention acceptance speech take place in a 
sports stadium. He also offered an insider's 
view of some of the campaign's high points, 
including when Obama clinched the nomina- 
tion and cautioned his celebrating staff, 
“Don't cut down the nets yet—we’ve got a long way to go.” Later, when 
Obama prepared to declare victory on the night of the general election, he 
spoke to Margolis about the great changes possible in light of such over- 
whelming challenges. 

“| thought Jim’s talk was great,” said senior Daniel Abramson, a poli- 
tics major from Brooklyn, N.Y., who worked on a New York City Council 
campaign last summer as a Cole Scholar. “Jim’s personal stories and 
anecdotes are what makes hearing a professional like him better than 
reading an article. It was nice to see an Obie who has successfully put his 
passion and ideals to use.” 

—Jeff Hagan 


i 


and Joel Steiker '77 live in Philadelphia with 
their children, Kate, 19, 
Blt. 1G: 
Thistle was promoted 


and e Dawn 
to executive director of 
information technology 
services at 


and media 


Assumption College. She 


Thistle 


had served as director of 


library services there since 1998. 


® Oren _Rudavsky’s two-part documentary, 


Time for School, was broadcast on PBS in 
September as part of the Wide Angle series. The 
film documents seven young people from 


around the world who are trying to get an edu- 


cation against great odds. Oren is also working 
on a film about Zionism with grants from the 
Guggenheim Foundation and the National 
34 


Endowment for the Humanities. e ® Ellen 
Solling er Walker headed to the west coast in 
August 2008 to work as a counselor for the 
Quinault Indian Nation in Taholah, Wash. In 
January 2009, she took a permanent job as a 
mental health specialist at St. John Medical 
Center in Longview. She loves the proximity of 
the Pacific Ocean, Mt. Rainier, and Mt. St. 
Helens. A: PO Box 584, Longview, WA 98632. 


E: ellenreports@yahoo.com. 


REUNION 2010 1980 


Steven _L. Griffing has published Essays on 
Philosophy and Physics, 1983-1992 (Xlibris) 


New address! Send news and 
photos to: OAM, 247 W. Lorain St., 
Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074 


and a book of poetry 
that is titled Mirror Poems 
(Ist Books Library). W: 
www2.xlibris.com, 
www.|stbooks.com. e Jon 
that his 


Myers reports 


daughter Sophia is now at 


Oberlin as a transfer stu- 
dent—a member of the Class of 2012. ¢ John 
Orenstein and a partner opened their own law 
firm, Ross & Orenstein, in February. The firm 
has been litigating cases for institutional 
investors who have investment losses, hedge 
funds trying to enforce bond indentures, and 
most recently, Florida victims of Bernard 
Madoff. John has two children at Oberlin: 
Matthew ‘11 and Ari ‘13, “neither of whom 
wants to be a lawyer.” John and his wife, 
Debbie, live in Minneapolis. E: jorenstein@ 


rossbizlaw.com. e ® Deborah Potter writes. 


“Two years alter finishing my dissertation, I've 
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Dale Preston 


Louisville, teaching medical sociology. While 
eaving Boston after 25 years is a challenge, | 


yelieve that life will be slower, and hopefully 


-icher, as | move back to the midwest/south.” 


Heather Deal was re-elected to her second 


term on the Vancouver City Council after serv- 
ing a term on the elected 
park board. She is finally 
admitting that she may be 
a politician—she recently 
gave up her day job as 
a biologist. Her portfolios 


include arts and culture, 


cycling initiatives, and deal- 
ing with the region's garbage, now that the land- 
fill is full. She also works closely with the mayor, 
who is busy with the impending 2010 Olympics 
and Paralympics. She sings with the Vancouver 
Bach Choir and welcomes all Obies to the 
Olympics, although her sofa bed is already 
spoken for. E: heather_deal@telus.net. e Paul 
Marthers, former associate director and direc- 
tor of admissions at Oberlin, was named vice 
president for enrollment and dean of undergrad- 
uate and graduate admissions at Rensselaer 
Polytechnic Institute. He most recently served 
as dean of admissions at Reed College. Widely 


recognized for his work, Paul was named one of 


10 admission deans who are shaping their field 


in 2007 by the Chronicle of Higher Education. 


Robert Crayhon has published The Power of 


Two Weeks from Now: Harnessing the Power of 
Denial to Make Your Life Seem Better Than it Is 
(Genteman Press). W: www.Powerof lwoWeeks. 
com. ¢e @ Michael Pitcher writes, “After 25 
years of research and implementing productivity 
improvements in operations management, | 
have shared some thoughts regarding project 


white \dapting 


into a 


LEAN For Project Management is available for 


Management paper. 


all to discuss.” 


® Dennis Rosenbaum self-published two novels 


on Lulu.com. Hyacinthus is the story of a gifted 


oung gay composer; Song of Ruth is his second 


novel. Visit Lulu.com and search by autho 


Fp 2009 


ound a wondertul position at the University of 


Jeffrey Fontana was named to the Harry E. 


Smith Professorship 
of Art 


Austin College in 


History at 


Sherman, Texas. He 
holds a PhD in art 
history from Boston 
University and joined 


the Austin faculty in 2002. e Stephanie Taylor 


was Lance 
Armstrong Foundation’s LIVESTRONG Team 
for the 2009 New York City Marathon. 


Stephanie, who lost her parents to cancer, 


selected as a member of the 


writes, “I can think of no more meaningful way 
for me to honor my parents and the life they gave 
me than to be a member of this team and raise 
money to combat this disease that touches us 


all.” E: talorsl@fuse.net. 


New York photographer Marina Berio received 
a 2009 fellowship grant from the New York 
Foundation for the Arts. Recognized for excel- 
lence in their fields, she and 123 other artists 
were awarded unrestricted grants of $7,000 
each. e ® Steven Garmon writes, “| quit prac- 
ticing general pediatrics in Atlanta two years ago. 
I'm finishing up a two-year public health mas- 
ters program in global maternal and child health 
at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. I’m 
travelling to Ghana in September for a three- 
month internship and then moving to St. Kitts 
in the Caribbean in December to rest up, re- 
certify to practice peds, and do some work in 
the Caribbean in the area of childhood under- 
nutrition and HIV/AIDS.” 


Cynthia Coburn was awarded tenure at UC 


Berkeley, where she is an associate professor in 
the oraduate school of education and studies the 
relationship between policy and practice in 
urban public schools. She lives in Berkeley with 
her partner of 20 years, Nathan MacBrien ‘90. 
Although recovering from knee surgery (ACI 
reconstruction in May), she and Nathan are liv- 
ing the full California life, including supporting 
community supported agriculture, hiking in the 
foothills and along the bay with their dog, and 
worrying about the state of the California econ- 
¢ ® Kelly 


omy. | cecoburn@ berkeley.edu 


Grotke is at the University of Helsinki’s Eric 
Castren Institute of International Law and 
Human Rights, serving for three years on a 
research project funded by the European 
Research Council called Between Restoration 


National 


Global Law: An Alternative View on the Euro- 


and Revolution, Constitutions and 


pean Century, 1815-1914. E: kg29@cornell.edu. 
e Marie-Elizabeth Mundheim Mali earned 


her MFA in poetry in May at Sarah Lawrence 


College. She lives in New York City and 
Housatonic, Mass., with her husband, Taylor 
Mali, also a poet. Her poems appeared in Pebble 
Lake Holl Review. W: 


www.floweringlotus.com. 


Author and activist Anthony Arnove co-pro- 


Review and Rose 


duced, with Howard Zinn, Chris Moore, Matt 
Damon, and Josh Brolin, The People Speak, 
scheduled to air on the History Channel this 
fall. Featuring notable actors such as Damon, 
Brolin, and Marisa Tomei, 
the film focuses on the 
concept of democracy, based 
on the lives of ordinary 
humans who changed the 
course of history through 
actions. 


their words and 


e Phyllis Weliver 


and 


COMING! REUNION 2010 
MAY 28-31 


10th Reunion 
Classes of '99, 00, ’01 


25th Reunion 
Class of 85 


30th Reunion 


Classes of ’79, '80, ’81 


45th Reunion 
Classes of '64, ’65, ’66 


50th Reunion 
Class of 60 


60th Reunion 
Classes of '49, '50, '51 


ae 
JI 
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Bruce Durazzi married on May 25, 2008, in 
Interlochen, Mich., followed by celebratory par- 
ties in London and St. Louis. Although they were 
acquainted at Oberlin, the couple re-met in St. 
Louis, where Phyllis is assistant professor of 
English at St. Louis University and Bruce is assis- 
tant professor of music at Washington Univer- 
sity. Attending the Michigan celebration was 
Sandy Ferguson ‘90; Obies in St. Louis were 
Danielle Lewis, Lewis Perry 60, Bob Barnes 90, 


and Devin Johnston and Andrea Dunn, both '92. 


Ann Pearson, an organic geochemist who 
brings genomics, isotope geochemistry, and bio- 
chemistry to bear on the study of the Earth’s his- 
tory, was named professor of earth and planetary 
sciences at Harvard University. She was previ- 
ously the Thomas D. Cabot Associate Professor 
of Earth and Planetary Science at Harvard, 
where she has been on the faculty since 2001. 
Earlier this year, Ann and her colleagues found 
that a previously unknown reservoir of briny liq- 
uid buried deep beneath an Antarctic glacier 
supports hardy microbes that have lived in isola- 
tion for millions of years, suggesting they are the 
remnants of a larger population that once occu- 


pied an open fjord or sea. 


Mariah Hatta, the executive director of the 
Democratic Party of Arkansas, was named to the 
Arkansas Business’ “40 under 40” list for 2009. At 
Oberlin in 1992, Mariah started Oberlin Students 
for Clinton, which eventually landed her a spot 
on his 1996 presidential campaign. She's been 


working in Arkansas politics since 2003. 


Melissa “Mo” Katz is 


a yoga teacher in Atlanta 


and co-director of the 
Atlanta Yoga Conference, 
held in September. She 
“Namaste’ to her 


info@ 


atlantayogaconference.com. 


Liz Goss, a second-grade teacher at Legacy 


Says 


alumni friends. E: 


Charter School in Chicago, was awarded a 2009 


36 


Kohl McCormick Early Childhood ‘Teaching 
Award, which recognizes five educators in the 
Chicago area who represent 
the best of the field. Liz 
$5,000 


award, plus an additional 


received a cash 
$1,000 for her school and 
awards for her classroom. e 
Patrick Yaeger founded 
the Facebook page Gay 
Rights Media, which showcases select LGBT 
multimedia of the gay civil rights movement. 


W: facebook.com/GayRights Media. 


Julie Coris Wilkens 


and Chris Wilkens 


welcomed their sec- 
Calvin 
David, on April 17, 
2009. 


planned to move 


ond child, 


They had 


Wilkens 


back to Juneau, Alaska, in July. E: julie_wilkens 


@yahoo.com. 


® Amelia Glaser and Eran Mukamel were 
married August 24, 2008, in Glen Ellen, Calif. 


Alumni in attendance were Ankur Desai, 


Rachel Perlmutter Tantri, Avinash Tantri 
95, and Emily Jasen Desai '98. They divide their 
time between San Diego, where Amelia teaches, 
and Boston, where Eran is a postdoctoral fellow. 
e Rachel Seligman and Andrew Kenis were 
married October 25, 2008, at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts in Philadelphia and 
spent their honeymoon in Hawaii. They live in 
Philadelphia, where Rachel is a nurse practi- 
tioner at Thomas Jefferson 
University and Andrew is 
an associate in the trial 
Duane 
e ® Devin 


merry-aged 


department. of 
Morris’ LEP, 
Theriot-Orr 
Amber Margaret Vora on 
2009, at 


Jenne Farm in Coupeville, Wash. Sophocles 


Theriot-Orr 


August 1, the 
Papavasilopoulos ‘98 provided an original musi- 
cal composition for the celebration, which was 
also attended by Benjamin Vandermeer, 
Joshua C. Robinson, and David Moxon "96. 
Devin and Amber live in Seattle, where Devin is 


practicing immigration law at Gibbs Houston 


Pauw and building radical communications infra- 


structure with riseup.net. E: sunbird@riseup.net. 


® Arwen Kuttner published a poetry antholo- 
ey called Gathering Pieces. Visit lulu.com and 


search for the author's name. 


Bridget Heersink and Jeremy Broomfield ‘97 
were married September 6 and are doing a year 
of volunteer work at several international non- 
profit programs. Their first stop is in Kenya for 
five months at the BEADS for Education Pro- 
gram, which supports the education of young 
women by improving skills such as reading, writ- 
ing, and critical thinking, and increases aware- 
ness about FGM, HIV/AIDS, and environmen- 


tal conservation in East Africa. “We think one 


How to Submit Class 
Notes and Photos 
Share your news by sending class 

notes and photos to: 

Class Notes 

Oberlin Alumni Magazine 

247 W. Lorain St., Suite C 

Oberlin, OH 44074 

You can also submit your notes 
electronically via ObieWeb at 
www.oberlin.edu/alumni or by 
e-mailing news and high-res images 
to alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 

Printed class notes are ideally 
between 50 and 75 words; the more 
concise, the better chance your note 
will appear as sent. The editors 
reserve the right to edit for clarity. 

Once class notes, photographs, 
and news items are received by 
OAM, it may take up to two maga- 
zines before they are published. 


OAM publishes quarterly—winter, 


spring, summer, and fall. 
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person (okay, two people) can change the 


world!” W: beadsforeducation.org. © ® Aaron What’s happening in your region? Find out at 
ObieWeb, www.oberlin.edu/alumni/oberlinClubs. 


Rester writes, “My band, the Lost Cartographers 

(losteartographers.com) has released its debut Regi onal 

album, Walk On, on Imaginary Chicago Records. Roundup 
Featuring 10 tales of , 

“Was i ON” train tracks, setbacks, 

- re. ie . 

at od bile ee ee i oe ie The Alumni Association sponsored a record number of 16 summer picnics around the country this 

_ cals and hatmting year, each well attended by alumni, parents, and students. The Oberlin tradition involves alum- 

harmonies, Walk On ni and parents hosting picnics for incoming and returning students. Thank you to everyone who 


road-trips across the attended, and especially to our generous hosts! 
American musical landscape from garage rock to 


Rester 


alt.country and beyond.” 


Cleveland—A/umni Happy Hour 


REUNION 2010 sppie . Nearly 40 Cleveland-area Obies joined new regional coordinator Kira McGirr '06 for an alumni 
REUNION 2010 happy hour downtown. Kira is looking for volunteers for the club’s outreach efforts; if you are 


Samantha Gross and Jeremy Ellison- interested in getting involved, please contact the Alumni Office at alumni@oberlin.edu. 
Gladstone ‘99 were married September 6, 2008. 
Obies in attendance were best woman and man North Carolina—Fo/k Performance with Joe Hickerson '57 


Laurie Stengel Slodounik and Greg Pierce 99; John Graybeal '59 hosted legendary folk singer Joe Hickerson '57 at his home for a special per- 


mboa emily Cevener Zecherg, formance. Joe, a lifelong singer, was founder and president of the Oberlin College Folk Song Club. 


Marla Shu, Blythe Phillips, Nanette 
Lacuesta-Kimmel, Aaron Slodounik, and 
Seer ad mane Dave Marcus. Emily New Mexico—feception with College of Arts and Sciences Dean Sean Decatur 

Henning, and Michelle Aki Becker, all '99; and On August 12, a diverse group of 25 alumni from Albuquerque and Santa Fe joined college Dean 


Jacob Hauser 98. Aurora Nealand ‘01 led the Sean Decatur for conversation and cocktails at the Rio Chama Steakhouse. 


jazz band. The couple 


= Manhattan, 2010 Oberlin Cares—Alumni Day of Service! 


but they were married a Toe 
eae Whether it’s sorting provisions at an area food bank, painting houses for the elderly, or cleaning 


and celebrated at an } 
up a local park, the Oberlin Cares—Alumni Day of Service on April 17 will bring alumni, students, 


and friends together throughout the country, offering a chance to connect with each other while 


apple orchard and at 


Jeremys dad's home 


making an impact on their local communities. Look for an upcoming community service project 


® Marian Potter Salmon and Michael in your area by visiting www.oberlin.edu/alumni/oberlinClubs/oberlincares.html. 
Salmon announce the birth of baby girl Brynja 


in New Hampshire. © 


Elizabeth on February 15, 2008, in Syracuse, 


—John Keller 


N.Y. Brynja was wel- ai% 
Director of Regional Activities and Engagement 


comed_ by brother 


Sven (13 months old- 


er). Following Brynja’s 
birth, lots of health 


issues, and Sven's re- 
cent. diagnosis of | Peter Knight were married November 8, 2008, | with Mary Wilson ‘02, Sarah Klinkenberg ‘08, 


Becca Brooke '04, and Wes Steele ‘99. 


2002 


® David Kurtenbach was appointed to his 


Salmon 


celiac disease, the family has relocated to at | ineland Farms 


Louisville, Ky., to be closer to relatives. in Maine. Obies in 


attendance were Jess 


REUNION 2010 2001 Boehland, Clara 
lan Zanten, Robin 
Detterman, Patia 


Maule ‘03, Amy Keith 


‘99. and Sashi Kaufman "98. The couple lives in LePage and Jonathan Linch, alter 11 years 


first professional conducting post as chorus mas- 


® Daniel Gaylinn completed his PhD in clin- 


ical psychology earlier this year. He earned it and ter at Opera San Jose in California. e Sarah 


an earlier master’s degree at the Institute for 


franspersonal Psychology in Palo Alto, Calif., | Portland, Maine, where Alex is the program together, were married March 1, 2008, in their 
; >) ah pee 7 
Stee ; ae - at the Ferry Beach Ecology School. home city of Portland, Ore. Fellow Obie couple 
where he is pursing licensure as a clinical psy director at 


en a Ey » h; he pleasure of working Chris Moraes '99 and Evan Reeves 99 married 
‘ , 4 : »y”? lle and Chere, she has had t pre 5 
holovist. e Alexandra “Alex” Grindle 


“I 


ee 
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them. Additional Obies in attendance included 


Michael 


Rebecca Deeb, Michael Elliott ‘97, 
Schiller and Morgan 
Neyland, both ‘98, 
and Ada Menaker ‘01. 
Sarah is an enroll- 
ment coach, helping 
adults successfully 
continue their higher 
education. Jonathan is a network consultant. 
E: s.lepage@comcast.net. e Mandoline 


Whittlesey and Anne Expert launched the first 


two-year cycle of “SOURCES, Somatics of 


Presence,” a training program in France for per- 
forming artists and people working in the thera- 
peutic, teaching, and medical fields. It combines 
several somatic practices to enhance each indi- 
viduals personal and professional development 
with tools emerging from and anchored within 
their own body. W: www.somatic-sources.com. 


e Timothy Wotherspoon 


and Liz Jackson were 
married October 5, 2008, 
in Honolulu. Both complet- 
ed doctoral degrees at 


the University of Illinois, 


oy 


ae Urbana-Champaign, and are 
Wotherspoon 


working in South Africa as 


educational resource specialists in the Peace 


Corps. W: www.timandliz.info. 


David 


Updegraff were married May 24, 2009, in 


Andrew and Sarah “Uppie” 
Williamsport, Pa. They started dating after 
becoming lab-mates and sharing a microscope 
in Lynn Bianchi’s developmental neurobiology 
course their junior 
year (“nerdtastic!”). 
Dave is pursing his 
PhD in neuroscience 
at the University of 


Arizona, and Uppie 


, Andrew 


completed her mas- 
ters of public health degree and is starting an 
accelerated bachelor in nursing program at the 
University of Arizona. They live in the desert of 
Tucson. Many Obies attended their wedding, 
including Shane Boris, Rebecca Bowe, 
Hannah El-Silimy, Nauman Hafiz, Elysia 
Slakie, Andrea Prichard, Tennessee Grimes, 
Matthew Yannaskoli, and Katie Thornton- 
Stocks, Irene Krugman, Dashon Burton (who 
also performed music) and Elana Klein, all ’05. 


e Meagan Dunphy-Daly earned her master’s 


degree in biology in 
2008 on a National 
Science Foundation 
Graduate Research 
Fellowship at Florida 


International Univer- 


Dunphy-Daly 


sity, Where her major 

professor was Mike Heithaus '95. She is now 

beginning her PhD in marine biology and con- 
oO oO oOo 


servation at Duke. 


2005 


Morgan Shelton 


hired last spring as a PR 


Was 


account executive with 
Mueller Communications 
She 


an MS in broadcast jour- 


in Milwaukee. holds 


nalism from Northwestern 


Shelton 


University. 


E-mail your news and 
high-resolution digital images to 
alum.mag@oberlin.edu. 


Alumni Books and CDs More information about these books is available at www.oberlin.edu/oam. 


The Cultural Logic 
of Computation 
David Golumbia 85 
Harvard University 
Press, 2009 


Press, 2009 


Capitalists, Workers, 
and Fiscal Policy: A 
Classical Model of 
Growth and Distribution 
Thomas R. Michl ’73 


Harvard University 


Asklepios, Medicine, and the Politics 
of Healing in Fifth-Century Greece 


Asklepios, Medicine, and 
the Politics of Healing in 
Fifth-Century Greece: 
Between Craft and Culture 
Bronwen L. Wickkiser ’91 
The Johns Hopkins University 
Press, 2008 


Wicked fmm” — Aen fn. Sew Ho i Beet tn 


GAIL CARRIGER 


Soulless 


Tofa Borregaard '98 


(pseudonym Gail Carriger) 
Romantic Readers, 2009 


Living as Equals 


Phyllis Palmer '66 
Vanderbilt University 
Press, 2008 


Send recently released work to alum.mag@oberlin.edu, and type “Bookshelf/Music Box” in the subject line, or mail your book or CD to Bookshelf/Music 
Box, OAM, 247 W. Lorain St., Suite C, Oberlin, OH 44074. We accept works from commercial publishing houses, university presses, and most institutions, 
including government presses. All books mailed to the OAM are donated to the main library, in the author’s name. 
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Allison Hourcade, a jewelry designer in New 


York, was a guest and sponsor of the Teen 
Choice Awards in August. W: rocklove.com. e 
Julia Vogl, a Brooklyn, N.Y., artist, built a short- 
term art installation, Leaves of Fort Greene, in 
Fort Greene Park this summer, a project sup- 


ported by the New York City Parks Department 


lemporary Public Art program. She is an arts 


project manager for Public Art for Public Schools. 


2008 


Colin Jones is working on an AmeriCorps 
VISTA project in Oakland, Calif., with BUILD, 
an entrepreneurship education program. for 


underserved youth. In June he sat on a panel 


strategy discussion at the 


NEW ERA OF SERVI 
8 Nation.org 


National Conference on 
Volunteering and Service 
that included Lisa Paulsen 
of the Entertainment In- 
dustry Foundation, author 
and blogger Arianna Huff- 


ington, and Colonel Robert 


Gordon, a leader in the organization City Year. 


where are they now? 


OC Football Player Turns Child Advocate 


hat would you expect a geology major and star receiver for the 

Yeomen football team to be doing in the decade following gradu- 

ation? Playing professional ball? Returning home to his native | 
Spain to open a lounge bar? Helping children to escape sexual predation? 

Felix Brooks-Church ’99 has done them all. | 

After graduating from Oberlin, Brooks-Church was recruited by the | 
Carolina Rhinos Arena Football League. Unfortunately, a pre-season ankle — 
injury cut his career short, so he instead turned toward graphic design. 
Still not quite fulfilled, however, he opened a lounge bar in Ibiza, Spain, | 
his homeland, where he devoted two years to catering to tourists. | 
Eventually, though, the bar lost its appeal for Brooks-Church, and it would | 
take a friend’s invitation for him to finally find his calling—in Cambodia. 

Roger Dixon, a professional artist, had started a small project for 
street and beach children in the Cambodian town of Sihanoukville. The | 
Cambodian Children’s Painting Project (CCPP) helps children sell their 
artwork to support their families and escape sexual predation. Brooks- 
Church joined the program, and within four months decided it was where 
he was supposed to be. “I had always wanted to be involved in humani- 
tarian activities, and since | love art and children, this project was a per- 
fect fit,” he says. 

The children who participate come from poor families. Many don't goto | 
school because they spend their days and, more treacherously, their nights 
on the beaches begging, collecting cans, or hawking baubles to tourists. _ 
CCPP not only provides the children with a safe, creative environment, it 
gives them access to education, medicine, food, and clothing. Half the 
proceeds from the children’s art helps keep the program operational, while 
the other half eases the financial burden on their families. In the past four 
years, the program has grown to include more than 100 children. | 

Brooks-Church envisions a vocational training center for the older | 
children and has considered a micro-loan system to further help their par- 
ents. To finance these projects, he arranged a three-month traveling | 
fundraising art exhibition throughout Australia. 


“| got involved in this project because it was grassroots and so trans- 
parent,” he says. “If someone donated $100 that day to buy rice, then 
$100 dollars of rice was bought. It was a project that | would want to 
| donate to.” 


| 
| 
| 


—Josh Spiro '09 


courtesy of Felix Brooks-Church 


EEE 


A= 7 
Jane Eichelberger Roe worked after college 


as a graphic artist in the advertising department 


of Crowell-Collier Publishing Company. Fifteen 
years later, at age 39, she married Frank Roe, 
president of the Pinkerton Folding Box Company 
in Chicago, and raised two sons, one of them 
Frank Lewis Roe '65. Later in life, she devoted 
her time to volunteer work and playing bridge. 
In 1991, she moved to a retirement home in 
Evanston, Ill. She died April 26, 2009. 


Margaret “Peg” Peck Secrist, who held a 
masters degree from Wayne State University, 
taught high school in Napoleon, Ohio, and in 
Detroit. She played the organ at her church and 
enjoyed golf and writing poetry. A member of 
the Detroit Women Writers and the Academy of 
American Poets, she had four books published; 
her work also appeared in three anthology col- 
lections, a newspaper, and poetry magazines. 
Mrs. Secrist died December 20, 2008, in 
Greenville, Pa. Her husband, John ’23, preced- 


ed her in death. 


1930 

Isabel Hemingway, age 101, graduated from 
the Philadelphia School of Nursing and spent 
eight years as a nurse in Taigu, North China, in 
a hospital founded by her missionary parents. In 
1943, she studied at the Maternity Center Asso- 
ciation in New York to become a midwife, even- 
tually working there and attending homebirths 
of immigrants. Miss Hemingway returned to 
China before WWII, but was forcibly repatriat- 
ed after the Japanese invasion, when she and 
her sister were exchanged for Japanese diplo- 


mats. She returned to China in 1946 with 


40 


the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Association and worked as head nurse of three 
obstetrical wards. In 1949, she and a fellow 
midwife were asked by UNICEF to coordinate 
a training program for midwives in Beijing in 
conjunction with the People’s Republic of China; 
what resulted was a Chinese technical manual 
for midwifery that was translated into four lan- 
guages. In 1952 Miss Hemingway began work- 
ing in Turkey, first in a village clinic and later a 
mission hospital. She retired in 1973 and return- 
ed to the U.S. She died February 1, 2009, in 


Pleasant Hill, Tenn. 


a> 
Margaret Strand Van Hartesveldt died 
April 5, 2009, leaving a daughter, Carol Van 


Hartesveldt ‘62, and a son. 


Frank J. Staral died February 4, 2009, leaving 
his wife, Josephine, two sons, and many grand- 


children. 


1936 

Elroy “Roy” Coleman Avery attended Oberlin 
from 1932 to 1936 and earned his BA at MIT 
in chemical engineering. With a master’s degree 
in engineering from the University of Delaware, 
he worked most of his life in public relations 
at the American Chemical Society, eventually 
leading the department. He enjoyed sailing, gar- 
dening, and playing the flute at neighborhood 
recitals. Mr. Avery died March 19, 2009, in 
Alexandria, Va., leaving his wife, Norma Tomley, 
three children, including Samuel ’71, and seven 
grandchildren. His first wife, Ethelfrida, pre- 


ceded him in death. 


1937 | 
John Adam, Jr., a resident of Harwich, Mass., 


died February 5, 2009. 


John Copeland, one of the nation’s most 


revered YMCA staff members, died August 18, 
2009, in Detroit. He began his 42-year YMCA 
career as a physical education director in Dayton, 
Ohio, followed by five years in Seattle and then 
Detroit, where he served as the YMCA's first 
affirmative action officer. In 1965, he joined 
the staff of YMCA of the USA as director of 
adult programs and urban affairs, later return- 


ing to Detroit as vice president and director 


of planning, public relations, and membership. 
After retiring in 1979, Mr. Copeland continued 
work with the YMCA as a consultant to the 
Harlem branch in New York and in interim 
executive roles in Detroit. He was inducted into 
the YMCA Hall of Fame in 1990. In 2003, 
the YMCA of Metro Detroit created the John 
Copeland Award for Civility to honor his exam- 
ple and service. Mr. Copeland is survived by two 
children, six grandchildren, and many great- 
grandchildren. His wife of 59 years, Geraldyn, 


and his son preceded him in death. 


Martha Marquart Ivory did advanced stud- 
ies in piano and chamber music at Juilliard and 
further study in music history at Harvard. She 
taught piano at the Northfield School for Girls 
in Massachusetts, at Hamline University in St. 
Paul, and finally at the School of Music at the 
University of Minnesota, where she retired as 
professor emeritus after 20 years. Active in the 
musical life of the Twin Cities, including the 
Friday Club, she and the late Elinor Watson Bell 
performed two piano and piano four-hand music 
in a duo ensemble for more than 40 years. Mrs. 
Ivory died June 26, 2009, leaving two daugh- 
ters, three grandchildren, and a great-grandson. 
Her husband, Paul, preceded her in death. 


1938 

Ruth Lightner Hastings Brown and her first 
husband, Charles Hastings, were married for 
nearly 32 years when he died in 1973. She mar- 
ried John Brown '33 in 1989 and lived in Delray 
Beach, Fla., and Cedar Rapids, lowa, where she 
was deeply involved in her family and commu- 
nity, including the American Red Cross, the 
YWCA, the Camp Fire Girls, her church, and 
more. She performed in community theater pro- 
ductions and enjoyed golf, music, and world- 
wide travel. Mrs. Brown died April 8, 2009, 


leaving two daughters and three grandchildren. 


Esther Williams Jack married Homer Jack, a 
pioneer civil rights and peace leader who was a 
founder of the Congress of Racial Equality, which 


organized the first sit-in and freedom ride against 
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racial segregation. The couple, which later 
divorced, was close to Martin Luther King Jr, 
who attributed his adoption of nonviolence in 
part to Homers books on Gandhi. In the 1960s. 
in Scarsdale, N.Y., Homer headed SANE. the 
peace group that orchestrated an internation- 
al campaign against nuclear testing. The Jacks 
were then called to Boston, where Homer head- 
ed the division of social responsibility for the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, and later to 
New York. Mrs. Jack, a librarian at Brookline 
High School for more than 25 years, enjoyed 
reading, and she attended classes in literature 
and the classics through her 80s. She also taught 
a Bible as literature class in Sunday school and 
edited the correspondence of her mother, Lucy 
Adams Williams, a descendent of the revolution- 
ary Adams family in Massachusetts and one- 
time Oberlin student. Mrs. Jack died April 9, 
2009, in Newton, Mass., leaving a son, Alex '67; 
a daughter; three grandchildren; and three 
oreat-grandchildren. 


Dr. Norman H. Moore earned his PhD in 
physics at MIT and joined Dalmo Victor in 
California as director of research, where he 
worked on radar during WWII and taught a 
graduate course on gas discharge at Stanford 
University. In 1948 he became chief engineer of 
Litton Industries of California, eventually rising 
to president of the company. After a sale of the 
company, he was named vice president of Litton 
Industries, Inc., and president of the Microwave 
Tube Division. In the late 1970s, Dr. Moore 
founded U.S. Windpower, which set up the first 
wind farm in California. He was a trustee at 
Reed College and served on several boards, 
including the Exploratorium in San Francisco 
and the Latin American Science board of the 
National Academy of Sciences. He died May 1, 
2009, leaving his wife, Jean Titus Moore ‘38, 


and four children. 


William Porter died May 26, 2009, leaving 


his wife, Nancy Amstutz-Porter. 


Richard Richards, with a master’s degree from 


George Williams College, spent much of his 


career in program development and administra- 
tion with the YMCA in New York, Columbus, and 
Detroit. Also an associate professor and direc- 
tor of YMCA studies at Springfield College in 
Massachusetts, he concluded his career at the 
Michigan Council for the Arts. Mr. Richards died 


January 18, 2009, leaving his wife, Julia | folthouser 
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Richards, and five children, including Pete ’65 
and Scott ‘68. He was preceded in death by his 


first wife, Elizabeth Seitters Richards ’38. 


Lea, 


Mary S 


in public administration at the University of 


ons Strong earned a master's degree 


Cincinnati and a master’s degree in sociology 
at the University of Alberta, Canada. She co- 
founded and edited a social science magazine, 
Trans-action, and wrote two books. She also 
taught at several institutions, including Carleton 
College and ‘Tulane University, and was publi- 
cations director at the Metropolitan Applied 
Research Center in New York. Mrs. Strong died 
March 31, 2009, leaving two children; a sister, 
Lois Symons McFarland '33; a grandson; and 
two great-grandsons. Her husband, Samuel, 


preceded her in death. 


1940 
Phillip L. Johnson taught piano in New York 
City and accompanied several concert violinists 
on tour in the United States and Canada. He later 
entered the export business in New York before 
retiring and moving with his wife, Georgette 
Rouse, to Jamestown, and then to Florida in 
1985, where he continued to play piano. Mr. 


Johnson died August 2, 2009, leaving two nieces. 


1941 
Margaret Kinney McGroarty attended 
Oberlin for two years before transferring to 
Allegheny College. She died March 15, 2008, 
leaving her husband, Joseph, and three sons, 


including Joseph ‘70. 


Dr. Barbara King Wright, who held a PhD 
from Florida State University, was a professor 
of transportation and safety at Ohio State Uni- 
versity and Central Missouri State University. 
A WWII Marine Corps veteran, she belonged 
to the American Society of Safety Engineers, 
the Tallahassee Genealogical Society, Phi Delta 
Kappa Honor Society, and Chi Omega Sorority. 
Dr. Wright died January 18, 2009, leaving three 


daughters, and a son. 


1942 
Dr. Robert Dew earned his MD at the 


University of Louisville School of Medicine 


and served as a physician with the Army. He 
practiced pediatrics in Bloomington, IIl., where 
he volunteered with the Boy Scouts and was a 
member of the American Medical Association 
and the McLean County Medical Society. An 
avid gardener and card player, he died May 5, 
2009, leaving five children, six grandchildren, 
and seven great-grandchildren. His wife, Virginia, 


preceded him in death. 


1944 


| James G. Barrick worked with the Manhattan 


Project immediately after graduation, first at the 
University of Chicago and eventually in the 
South Pacific, and received a patent on work 
instrumental to the war effort. In 1947 he 
returned to Cleveland to work for the Harshaw 
Chemical Company and then the Sherwin 
Williams Company, retiring in 1981. A film- 
maker and film historian, he donated in 2003 
1,200 volumes from his extensive film history 
library to the Oberlin College archives. Mr. 
Barrick died March 3, 2009, leaving a son. His 
wife, Alice Sloboda "54, preceded him in death. 


Dr. Kenneth Forman had a passion for pro- 
tecting the environment; with his wife, Phyllis, 
he spent 10 years working in rural development 
and farming in India and Nepal. He completed 
his doctoral dissertation on communication net- 
works in Indian villages and worked for Save the 
Children in Bangladesh and Thailand for six 
years. In Bangladesh, he started a micro-loan pro- 
gram for entrepreneurs and women. The Formans 
retired to Maine in 1988, where Dr. Forman 
worked with the Maine Lakes Environmental 
Association to save local lakes. He died January 
8, 2009, leaving his wife and a host of nieces 


and nephews. A son preceded him in death. 


1945 
Bettie In Jayne delayed her enrollment at 


Oberlin until her junior year, due to the attack 
on Pearl Harbor in her native Honolulu. As 
WWII progressed, she attended the University 
of Hawaii and in 1943 served in the Women’s 
Air Raid Defense of the Hawaiian Islands, track- 
ing aircraft. She taught high school in Hawaii 
briefly before raising her family in Massachusetts. 
She enjoyed extensive travel with her husband, 
Allan, to countries such as Germany, India, 
China, Greece, ‘Turkey, and Egypt. She died 


December 17, 2008, leaving her husband of 60 
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years, three sons, including Bruce "76, a daugh- 


ter, and a granddaughter. 


Dr. William Kennick taught philosophy at 
Oberlin in 1947 on a one-year special teaching 
fellowship. He earned a PhD at Cornell Uni- 
versity in 1952 and returned to Oberlin to 
teach, eventually becoming head of the philos- 
ophy department. For 37 years, he taught at 
Amherst College, where he was awarded an 
honorary masters degree and served as acting 
dean and faculty marshal, retiring in 1993. Dr. 
Kennick authored 23 papers and numerous 
reviews for professional journals and wrote and 
edited a textbook and co-edited a second. He 
died April 19, 2009, leaving his wife, Anna 
Perkins Howes ‘48; three children, including 


Sylvia Brown "77; and several grandchildren. 


1946 
Lester E. Flauhaus, of Dover, Ohio, died 
March 7, 2009. His wife, Gladys, preceded him 


in death. 


1947 . 
Alexander Irving Forbes, a bassoon aficiona- 


do, taught in the music department at Phillips 
Exeter Academy in Exeter, N.H. for 28 years, 
retiring in 1987. He served in the Navy as quar- 
termaster in the Solomon Islands during WWII 
before returning to Oberlin to complete his 
music education degree. Mr. Forbes performed 
with the Portland Symphony Orchestra as prin- 
cipal bassoonist and directed the Rockingham 
Choral Society. After retiring to Maine, he 
enjoyed conducting choral groups, tending to 
his orchard, and sailing along the New England 
coast. He died April 30, 2008, leaving his wife, 
Margery, of 44 years; six children, including 


Benjamin Forbes '72; and eleven grandchildren. 
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1948 

Dr. Benjamin Holder was a member of the 
Navys V12 line officer's training program at 
Oberlin College, then at Notre Dame Univer- 
sity, where he attended the Naval Reserve's 
Midshipmen’s School. He earned his MD at 
Wayne State University School of Medicine and 
spent 25 years at the Dow Chemical Company 
Medical Department, followed by seven years 
as Dow’s global coordinator of heath and envi- 


ronmental sciences, retiring in 1985. He died 
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April 2, 2009, leaving his wife, Marilyn, two 


daughters, two sons, and many grandchildren. 


1950 
Erwin Fishman, with degrees in chemistry 
from Oberlin and Brown University, was a pro- 
fessor of chemistry at Syracuse University. He 
enjoyed playing viola, photography, his family, 
and singing rounds with his children while on 
long car trips to places like Cape Hatteras and 
Yellowstone. After his marriage to the late Lois 
Lyman ‘50 ended, he began a second career 
with TRW and moved to Hermosa Beach, 
Calif., with his wife, Sue. Mr. Fishman died 
June 9, 2009, leaving his wife, seven children, 
including Sarah Fishman Boyd '79, and many 


grandchildren. 


Dr. Lyman “Zeke” Holden taught in the math 


and statistics department at Southern Illinois 
University for 49 years, finally retiring in 2005. 
A passionate musician, he enjoyed Dixieland 
jazz and played piano and tuba with the SIU 
Old Guys Jazz Band and other local bands. He 
died April 24, 2009, in Edwardsville, IIl., leaving 


his wife, Loyce, a daughter, and a son. 


Dr. Carolyn Berglund Keefe, a professor, 
poet, and wife of a minister, taught speech and 
communications at West Chester University for 
23 years, receiving a distinguished teaching award 
and a forensic coaching award. She wrote many 
articles and poems, as well as seven books, and 
was considered an authority on C.S. Lewis. She 
was married to the late Rev. Frederick Keefe 
‘50, a Presbyterian minister at three churches in 
Pennsylvania. Dr. Keefe died April 29, 2009, 
in Media, Pa., leaving a daughter, Cheryl ’77, 


a son, and a grandson. 


John Charles Wenrich, a retired independent 
insurance agent and Army veteran, held an 
MBA from the University of Michigan. An avid 
tennis player, he won city singles, doubles, and 
mixed doubles tennis championships during 
the 1950s, ’60s, and ’70s. He belonged to the 
USTA, the Rotary Club, and the Elks Lodge, 
and in 2006 was inducted into the Oberlin 
Heisman Club Athletics Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Wenrich died June 4, 2009, in Forth Myers, 
Fla., leaving five children, 15 grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild. His first wife, Nancy 
Compton, and second wife, Myrna Bodell '50, 


preceded him in death. 


Richard Wright served in WWII before 
entering Oberlin College. He worked for nine 
years at NCR in Dayton, Ohio, and then joined 
IBM in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., working also in 
Burlington, Vt., and Sindelfingen, Germany. 
After retiring to Charlotte, Vt., he became 
active in his community, serving on the school 
board, as a trustee of public funds, and with his 
church. In 1986, he and his wife, Joan Boylan 
Wright 47, whom he married in Fairchild 
Chapel, began dividing their time between 
Estero, Fla., and Frye Island, Maine, before 
moving to Ft. Myers, Fla. Mr. Wright died 
February 18, 2009, leaving his wife of 60 years 


and three nieces. 


IO5I 


Dana Haigh, a pianist, composer, salesman, and 
teacher, worked at the Ford Motor Company 
and lived in Oberlin for more than 50 years. 
With a BA from Oberlin and a master’s degree 
in piano and competition from the conservatory, 
he enjoyed music, family, and cars. Mr. Haigh 
lived in Washington and Arizona later in life and 
died February 20, 2009, leaving two children 


and seven grandchildren. 


Dr. Ivan Pascal earned his PhD in organic 
chemistry at the University of Rochester, and 
for many years was employed by the DuPont 
Company. He also ran a language translation 
service. Dr. Pascal died March 22, 2009, leav- 


ing his wife, Jeanne, and three children. 


1952 

David Gibbons had a variety of careers, includ- 
ing college dean and professor at Denison 
University and executive director of Habitat for 
Humanity in Trenton, N.J. In retirement, he led 
a Habitat chapter in Long Branch and volun- 
teered with the county food bank in Neptune. A 
graduate of Yale Divinity School, Mr. Gibbons 
was known for his kind and gracious manner, 
his strong faith in God, and his exemplary service 
to others. He died September 19, leaving his 
wife, Betty ‘53, a daughter, three sons, and six 


grandchildren. 
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| Jane Deschaux McPhee taught elementary 


school in Ohio and Connecticut, where her 


husband, Chester 51, was a professor at Trinity 
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College. Active in community affairs, including 
the Newton Board of Education and the League 
of Women Voters, she was a lover of nature and 
an advocate of animal welfare. Mrs. McPhee 
died April 30, 2009, leaving her husband, two 


sons, and three grandchildren. 


1954 

Ray _F. Downs was raised in Tokyo and 
Yokohama as the son of missionaries. A teacher 
and headmaster of the American School in 
Japan, he published a book on Japan and arti- 
cles relating to Japan and the impact of culture 
on youth. An avid birder who loved music, 
drama, tennis, and skiing, Mr. Downs died 
March 27, 2009, leaving his wife, Vicky, of 
nearly 50 years, a daughter, a son, and four 


granddaughters. 


Angela “Mia” Myrick Mitchell enjoyed art 
from all cultures, classical music, the English 
language, newspapers, and books. She died 
August 23, 2008, in Berkeley, Calif., leaving her 
husband, Matthew, of 47 years, a son, and a 
daughter, Hannah ‘S86. 


1956 

Mary Hoerr Meyer lived in Portland, Ore., 
where she raised three children with her then- 
husband, Roger Meyer ’54. Pursuing her love of 
art, she earned a BFA at the Pacific Northwest 
College of Art in 1972 and enjoyed collecting 
beautiful things, including rocks, postcards, and 
her children’s artwork. She volunteered for 
Hospice and for progressive political campaigns 
that met her ideals of social justice. Diagnosed 
with Alzheimer’s disease, Ms. Meyer died 
March 9, 2009, in Grand Junction, Colo., leav- 
ing her children, including Stephen ‘80, and 


five grandchildren. 


1958 

Myrna Jane Silverstein, with a masters 
degree in English from the University of 
Wisconsin, taught at Franklin College and 
Augusta College before returning to her native 
Cincinnati to pursue graduate work in geron- 
tology at Miami University. She was protes- 
sionally involved in advocacy for senior adults, 
persons with developmental disabilities, 
refugees, and immigrants. Ms. Silverstein died 


May 5, 2009. 
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1959 


Robert Harold Brown, who held master’s 
degrees in music education and bassoon per- 


formance from the University of Illinois, was 


an associate professor of music at Fort Hays 
State University, teaching woodwinds, small 
wind ensembles, and music classes. He was a 
member of the National Flute Association, Pi 
Kappa Lambda, and Phi Mu Alpha Symphonia, 
and for 12 years directed the High Plains Band 
Camp in Hays, Kansas. He enjoyed woodwork- 
ing, needlepoint, model railroading, and travel, 
and he was known for his construction of elab- 
orate dollhouses. Mr. Brown died July 2, 2009, 
in Athens, Ohio, leaving two sons, a daughter, 
and three grandchildren. He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 35 years, Edna Deakyne 
Brown ‘61. 


1966 

Dr. Janet Meisel, who held a PhD from UC 
Berkeley, was an associate professor of medieval 
English history at the University of Texas at 
Austin for 34 years. A member of Medieval Aca- 
demy of America and the American Historical 
Association, she earned several awards for 
teaching excellence. She died April 30, 2009, 


leaving a brother, niece, and nephew. 


1967 

Dr. Thomas Jordan earned a PhD in English 
literature at the University of Michigan, where 
he then taught English, journalism, film, and 
theater. Later, teaching at Texas A&M Univer- 
sity, he was voted best teacher out of a faculty of 
144. As news bureau chief at Metro Networks in 
Salt Lake City for the past nine years, he report- 
ed on economics, politics, the environment, 
public health, social services, and winter sports. 
He was voted Ski Utah Journalist of the Year 
and received the Intermountain Donor Services 
Outstanding Public Service Award. Also an avid 
actor, Dr. Jordan did extensive commercial work 
and acted on the TV show Dallas for four years. 
A passionate skier and lover of the outdoors, Dr. 
Jordan died January 26, 2009, leaving his wie, 


Charlotte, a son, and a daughter. 


1972 
Ralph Kenneth Pryor earned his law degree 


at University of California Hastings College of 


the Law, after which he traveled to Tokyo to 


study the Japanese game of Go. During his 30- 
year residence he worked to master the language, 
serving first as a translator and then as a corpo- 
rate analyst for Morgan Stanley and Deutsche 
Securities. Mr. Pryor died February 27, leaving 


three sisters and a brother. 


1975 

Dr. Carolyn Rebecca Barton earned her 
PhD in biology at the University of Wisconsin. 
A resident of Alameda, Calif., for the last eight 
years, she worked at Applied Biosystems, 
where her accomplishments in biotechnology 
contributed to the effort to sequence the 
human genome. She also participated in clini- 
cal trials to test therapies for Lou Gehrig's 
disease. Dr. Barton died August 7, 2008, leav- 
ing her husband, Mario Sepulveda, and three 


children. 


1980 

Dr. Peter Lavigne, an environmental attorney, 
educator, and writer, died November 23, 2008, 
of pancreatic cancer, leaving his wife, Nancy 
Parent ‘80, a daughter, and his parents. With a 
JD in environmental law from Vermont Law 
School, Dr. Lavigne was devoted to maintaining 
and restoring biodiversity to the nation’s rivers. 
Early in his career, in New England, he co- 
founded and chaired the New England Coastal 
Coalition, an organization that united fisher- 
men’s groups, government agencies, and coastal 
community organizations to reduce coastal pol- 
lution. Later, in Portland, Ore., he founded and 
directed the River Network, a national program 
for developing leadership in the river protection 
movement. He also worked as an environmental 
attorney, advising clients such as the National 
Audubon Society when they needed help for- 
mulating policy on watershed protection. In 
2001, Dr. Lavigne established the Rivers 
Foundation of the Americas, which promotes 
the protection and restoration of rivers in 
North, Central, and South America. During his 
five years as CEO, the foundation helped indige- 
nous people and agencies in Alaska, Mexico, 
Brazil, and Colorado restore and maintain 
sources of clean water. At the time of his death, 
Dr. Lavigne was chair of the environmental 
studies department at Prescott College in 
Arizona and chair of the board of directors 
for a new environmental research center in 


Gunnison, Colorado. 
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Joun Noor STERN ’39 


FORMER OBERLIN [TRUSTEE 


r. John Noot Stern ‘39, attor- 

ney, philanthropist, and_ art 

connoisseur, graduated from 
Harvard Law School, cum laude, and was 
awarded an honorary doctorate from 
Oberlin in 1988. 

He joined the trust department of the 
American National Bank in 1957 and was 
appointed vice president of the probate 
division soon after, retiring in 1972 to 
spend more time on charitable pursuits. 

He had many interests throughout his 
life—art, education, law, music, and sports 
—but his true passion was a deep desire to 
help others. He provided opportunity and inspiration to count- 
less individuals through his generosity and proclivity to give 
back. In turn, the many people he met and helped along the 
way inspired him. 

During his more than 35 years of philanthropic work, Mr. 
Stern worked closely with organizations of all types. In his 
hometown of Chicago, Mr. Stern served on the visiting com- 
mittee and board of the Smart Museum of the University of 
Chicago. Named a life trustee, he gifted to the museum two 
works by one of Chicago’s most important early modernist 
artists, John Storrs. Mr. Stern was also a board member of the 
Ravinia Festival in Highland Park and of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, as well as a governing life member of the 
Chicago Orchestral Society and the Art Institute of Chicago. 

In 1945, he became as a trustee for the Altheimer Chari- 
table Foundation in Arkansas, which was created by Mr. 
Stern's close family friend and employer Ben J. Altheimer. Mr. 
Stern focused his efforts on achieving a flawless administra- 
tion of the Altheimer Foundation, which, under his 50 years of 
guidance, became a major contributor to the University of 
Arkansas and its law school, establishing the first three faculty 
chairs there. 

Mr. Stern also enjoyed a long and rewarding relationship 
with Oberlin College. In 1974 he was appointed to Oberlin’s 
Board of ‘Trustees, serving for 14 years before retiring as an 
honorary trustee in 1988. He helped organize the John 


Frederick Oberlin Society, the recognition society for major 


contributors, and was the group’s first 
president. His generosity to Oberlin 
remains evident across its campus; an avid 
collector of art, he donated many works to 
the Allen Memorial Art Museum, where a 
gallery bears his name. 

Mr. Stern was a founding member of 
the John W. Heisman Club and was named 
to its hall of fame in 1996. Passionate 
about Oberlin athletics, he was an avid 
supporter of student athletes and recently 
guided the funding and construction of 
Oberlin’s new tennis complex, giving the 
college one of the premier college tennis 
facilities in the region. 

Also a supporter of the sciences at Oberlin, Mr. Stern is the 
namesake of a scholarship in the natural sciences and the spon- 
sor of a biology faculty research laboratory. In 2003, as an 
honor to Mr. Stern, the Altheimer Charitable Foundation 
donated money to endow in his name one scholarship at 
Oberlin and four scholarships at the colleges of the University 
of Arkansas. Recipients of these scholarships are known as 
Stern Scholars. 

Mr. Stern's love for music prompted even more philan- 
thropic ventures. He was an active life trustee of the Music 
Associates of Aspen in Colorado, and he established a schol- 
arship designated for Oberlin students at the Aspen Music 
Festival and School. 

“There is an Oberlin tag line of a few years ago that says, 
‘Believe one person can change the world? So do we!” says Bill 
Barlow, Oberlin’s vice president for development and alumni 
affairs. “Well, John certainly did that with his many charitable 
endeavors and the gifts he made, which will have a direct 
impact on the lives of others for many, many years to come. 
He really did make a difference in this world, and you can't 
honestly say that about too many people.” 

Mr. Stern died July 11, 2009, in Winnetka, Ill. His wife, 
Fay, a daughter, and two granddaughters survive him. 

Memorial contributions can be sent to the John Stern 
Scholars Scholarship at Oberlin College, Office of 
Stewardship, 50 W. Lorain St., Oberlin, OH 44074. 
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A PHOTOGRAPH TELLS A STORY... 


‘Citas i. In this instance, 23 stories. 

| Leslie Farquhar was an artist 

: and photographer. Through 
her pictures and words, she 
was able to share with Oberlin 
College alumni around the 
world, the story of Kendal at 
Oberlin. 


From 2002, until her death 
this past March, Leslie created 
23 of Kendal’s full page ads 
for the Alumni Magazine. 

The pages Leslie created were 
more than just ads; they were 
a continuous story about the 
people who live at Kendal. 


Being a Kendal resident and 
an Oberlin College alumna, 
class of 1950, she knew what 
the reader would like to know. 


Like so many living at 
Kendal, Leslie continued to 
do what she loved to do. 


at Oberlin 


A Continuing Care Retirement Community 
serving older adults in the Quaker tradition. 


600 Kendal Drive * Oberlin, OH 44074 
1-800-548-9469 * www.kao.kendal.org 
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“ONE MORE THING 


Green Revolution Reunion 

Oberlin’s EnviroAlums—environmental studies majors and others concerned with environmental issues— 
converged on campus for a reunion October 9-11. The group, including 61 alumni and members of Oberlin 
City Council, met for tours of SEED House, the Adam Joseph Lewis Center for Environmental Studies, the 
George Jones Memorial Farm and the climate-neutral, positive-energy home of Carl McDaniel ’64, in addi- 
tion to panel discussions and a keynote address from David Orr, Paul Sears Professor of Environmental 
Studies. The group discussed federal climate policy, learned about plans to make the town and the col- 
lege carbon neutral, and explored urban enviromental efforts in Chicago, New York, and Cleveland. Watch 
for an article on the reunion in the next issue of Oberlin Alumn Magazine. 
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